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Welcome to Term 1 - week 1 2017
Welcome back to all members of the school community and a ‘special’ welcome to all of the new families who have
joined us at TRBPS in 2017.
It was lovely to see all of the very excited and happy faces as the year 1-6 children entered the school gates to start their 2017
learning journey on Tuesday Morning! The children went quietly into the classrooms to meet and greet their 2017 teacher. I
spent the morning visiting each classroom to welcome all of the children back to school and to chat about their holidays.
Today our prep children started at school. They were all extremely excited.
On Monday the staff spent a day working together planning programs, preparing rooms and revision of administrative and
organisational information necessary to keep a big school functioning effectively. We discussed staff roles and
responsibilities, DET expectations, student wellbeing and emergency management procedures. After lunch, staff continued to
work in year level teams planning the ‘Hit the Road Running Program’ which operates in each classroom and specialist
sessions for the first 2 weeks of school. This program is designed to welcome the children by establishing the class climate,
building community, revisiting school values as well as outlining clear behavioural and learning expectations for the year.
A special thank you to Mrs Mel Jacobs who organised a lovely morning tea and lunch for staff on our return to the 2017
school year, we were very appreciative!
Enrolments: 613 students started TRBPS for 2017
TRBPS is fortunate to have a very well-organised and professional teaching and non-teaching staff who are most generous
with devoting their time to planning purposeful teaching and providing effective learning programs for the students who
attend TRBPS. They work as teams to support each other and to create a very positive, happy and safe classroom and school
environment to nurture student wellbeing. There is a strong commitment to continued professional learning and advancing
teaching skills which transfer positively to our children.
Staffing - 2017
TRBPS classroom teachers for 2017
are as follows:
Mrs Lisa Atto, Ms Karen Baxter, Ms Karen Burgess, Mrs Pip Cafiso, Mr Michael Conway, Mrs Pattie Csendes, Ms Renata
Davis, Ms Erin Donohoe, Mrs Tam Faiman, Mrs Catherine Fear, Mrs June Gaffney, Miss Kerrie Gentner, Miss Joanne Hunt,
Ms Miia Karvinen, Mrs Rachel Kushnir, Ms Sarah Maydom, Mrs Ellise Mehl, Mrs Lucy McNair, Mr Brett Nathan, Ms
Diane Nevitt, Mr Matthew Serres, Mrs Denise van Cuylenburg, Mrs Leonie Wallis, Ms Debbie Walters, Ms Danielle
Wangman, Ms Elly Wood, Ms Ashleigh Wright.
TRBPS specialist teaching staff for 2017 is as follows:
Mrs Yvette Barton (ART & Music) & Mrs Deaane O’Brien (ART), Mr Jeremey Taylor (PE), Mrs Cyndi Wiltshire (PE), Ms
Alana Oro (LOTE Italian) and Mr Wilson Young (Music/ Performing Arts ) Mrs Estelle Schwab (Literacy Support & EAL)
and Mrs Marie Chalas Student Wellbeing (O.6).
TRBPS ES staff are:
Mr Phil Cole (Business Manager), Mrs Davina Gebert, Mrs Julie Strahan (Office/Admin) Mrs Lisa Bell (First Aid) and ESIntegration Aides: Cheryl Meagher, Helen Boyes, Meena Blanshard and Mrs Lisa Plionis. Ms Robyn Donoghue (Library and
local ICT technician). Our DET TSSP - ICT Technician is Mr Ryan Thompson.
The School Leadership Team for 2017 is:
Mrs Robyn Farnell (Principal)
Mr Peter Seddon (Assistant Principal)
Ms Debbie Walters (Leading Teacher - Curriculum)
Bourke Street Mall Incident
Over the past week, you will have seen coverage of the tragedy that occurred in the Bourke Street Mall. The incident may
have affected many staff, students, young children and families. As part of the Government's recovery planning, the
Department is focused on providing support to staff, students and children in early childhood services who need additional
psychosocial assistance and information.
Attached to the newsletter is an information and tip sheet that could be useful tin supporting children and parents/carers.

Welcome to our new Preps for 2017
The preps attended their first day of school today with a staggered entry into each classroom which worked seamlessly. Thank you
to our dedicated Prep Teaching Team and ES staff who ensured that this day ran very effectively for all concerned. It was a very
exciting time with loads of chatter and activities for the children to enjoy in each classroom and the staff ensured it was a very
rewarding experience for all of the parents and the children, who joined TRBPS for their first year of primary schooling. Thank you
to our prep parents who left the classrooms after many photos and cuddles and headed to the hall for a special morning tea prepared
by the PFA. Thank you to the PFA for organising tea, coffee and scones for the parents to enjoy which assisted the teaching staff to
get started with their planned activities.
Thank you to Mrs Marie Chalas who also assisted the prep team to ensure that the parents and children were happy and wellsupported. As I strolled around the classrooms to meet all of the students, I encountered only a couple of crying children who were
quickly consoled by the very empathetic teachers and ES staff and their parents were directed to the hall where they could find
tissues and support from the PFA. It was a great morning and enjoyed by everyone who attended.
Information Nights
Each Year Level Team will be organising and presenting an Educational Information Evening over the next couple of weeks; times
and days will be published in next week’s newsletter:
Parents in Buildings
School policy is that parents should not enter school corridors without authorisation. Visitor badges are available from the general
office to allow visits to classrooms etc. The Department of Education has asked schools to adopt strategies that assist the security of
students and belongings. Your co-operation in adhering to this policy including before and after school is encouraged.
Lost property -Student Wellbeing - building greater responsibility and independence
To assist us in building these wonderful qualities in the children we are requesting that all parents name each article of the school
uniform for easy identification. Please ask your child to make sure any articles of clothing removed during the day are put into their
school bag or their room boxes located outside of the classrooms (P-4) at each play-time. Lost property is located in cupboards
outside the staff toilets in the corridor.
Parents will be able to access these cupboards at the beginning and end of the school day. Please enter from the entrance adjacent to
the prep area main gate to collect any articles of lost clothing. We also ask that you are mindful of keeping the cupboards neat and
tidy as this area is also a walkway and we want people to be safe from possible trip hazards.
Staff Car Park
Parents are reminded that the staff car park is for staff use only during school hours: 8.45am – 3.45pm. Pedestrian entry or exit
through the car park gate is also not allowed – it is important to limit the mix of cars and adults/children for safety purposes.
Morning Drop off Zone
No Parking – ‘Kiss and Go’ zone.

No parking
A driver must not stop on a length of road or in an area to which a no
parking sign applies, unless the driver is dropping off or picking up,
passengers or goods.
The driver cannot leave the vehicle unattended unless the driver is
within three metres of the vehicle and must move on within two
minutes after stopping.
These restrictions are typically used around schools, train stations and
other locations where there is a high demand of dropping off and
picking up of passengers.

Use of School Crossing Student Safety-Set the example
Parents are strongly encouraged to use the school crossing to provide a role model for all students - many parents have been
observed crossing Tucker Road away from the crossing with younger children in hand. No students or parents should ever use the
staff car park gate as a point of entry or exit - at all times avoid a mix of cars and children to safeguard our students.
Late Arrival at School
It is NOT okay to be late
All children who arrive at school after the 9:00 am school commencement bell has gone should first report to the general office to
complete a late entry notice. They should not go directly to classrooms because in many cases their class group will have commenced specialist classes eg. Art/craft, Phys Ed, Library etc and no children (or teacher) may be in the room. Punctuality is an
important parent/child responsibility. Parents/students who are regularly late will be contacted by the school to discuss the issue. A
special sitting area will be reserved for late arrivals at the Monday assembly from where they can watch the assembly and avoid
class/assembly disruption. Being late regularly will impact on your child’s progress and self esteem.

Hats are Compulsory
Until the end of April
The wearing of a broad brimmed hat is compulsory until the end of April. Please ensure that your child has a hat on a
daily basis (regardless of early morning weather conditions). Restrictions will apply to children without a hat in regard
to play, physical education and sport.

Early Collection from School
These collections should be kept to an absolute minimum. Appointments and other school activities should be made
with enough time leeway to allow collection from school between 3.30 and 3.45pm. Collections between 3.00 and 3.30
often mean children miss out on notices being sent home and cause disruption to classroom learning time. General
office staff also find the time very demanding when multiple early collections are being requested. If you child needs to
be picked during the day, where possible please advise the teacher beforehand and pick up at beginning or end of
morning recess ot lunchtime.
Collection of Children After School
Parents are reminded that children should have specific instructions as to the arrangements that are to be followed after
3:30 pm re: collection and going home. All children who are not collected by 3:45 pm will be referred to the general
office.
No one should ever collect and take home other children without the specific approval of that child’s parents.
Each year office staff spend many hours of anxious time tracking down children where these procedures have not been
followed so I ask your co-operation in regard to this important health and safety issue.
URGENT REQUEST FOR ART ROOM NEWSPAPER DONATIONS:
Dear Tucker Road Families,
The Art Room always covers our tables with newspaper to make cleaning up from art activities manageable. Our supply
is VERY low and we face an ever increasing problem of supply as more and more people read the paper on line. If any
families have access to unrolled newspapers, we will GRATEFULLY accept those ongoing donations. Please leave the
papers with the general office, get your child to bring them to their weekly art lesson or leave them outside the art room.
We hope to not use our art budget for buying table protection materials, it is much better spent on art materials for our
students.
Please see Yvette Barton or Deaane O'Brien (Visual Art Teachers) for any enquires or questions.
School Banking
School banking will commence Tuesday 14th February. The Banking Co-ordinators need extra volunteers on a
Tuesday morning from 9.00am till about 12.00pm. If you can help please contact Jenny Bennett on 0479 154 718
Uniform Shop
The uniform shop will now open on MONDAY afternoons from 3.15 - 4.00pm. Order forms are available from the
general office and orders can be filled and returned to your child via the classroom.
Canteen
Canteen will be open Tuesdays and Thursdays. Canteen menus are available from the general office. A Canteen Roster
form was sent home via your child’s classroom. If anyone can assist the canteen manager on those days, it would be
very much appreciated.
Dogs In School Grounds
Parents are reminded that dogs are not allowed in school grounds whilst dropping off or collecting children. All dogs
should be on a lead and remain outside school grounds at these times. This is a safety measure to protect both students
(and dogs) from the excitement of these times. Arrangements can be made with class teachers for a special showing of a
pet within the classroom or grounds during school time.
NO dogs are allowed on school grounds during school days and childcare programs 8.30-5.00pm.
Accidents at School
Parents are reminded that the Department does not provide personal accident insurance for parents. Parents and
guardians are responsible for paying the cost of medical treatment for injured students, including any transport costs.
Student accident insurance policies are available from some commercial insurers. These cover a range of medical
expenses not covered by Medicare or private health insurance. Policies are reasonably low cost.
The Department cannot advise parents/guardians on whether to purchase a student accident policy or which policy to
purchase. It is recommended to seek assistance in this matter from your insurance broker or to find a suitable accident
insurer in the Yellow pages or online.
Cyclist Supervision/Guidelines
Any students from Year Prep to Year 3 must be accompanied by an adult if they ride their bike to school. Students from
Year 4 to 6 are allowed to ride to school on their own provided a bicycle permission form has been returned. No student
or pre-schooler of any age should ride bikes or scooters within the school grounds - bicycles and scooters need to be
walked from gateways to the bike shed and vice versa.
All bikes/scooters are stored in the bike storage area.

Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund
The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund helps ensure that no student misses out on the opportunity to join their classmates for important, educational and fun activities. It is part of making Victoria the Education State and the Government's
commitment to breaking the link between a student's background and their achievements.
CSEF will be provided to eligible families to cover the costs of school trips, camps and sporting activities.
If you hold a valid means-tested concession card or are a temporary foster parent, you may be eligible for CSEF. A special
consideration category also exists for asylum seeker and refugee families. The allowance is paid to the school to use
towards expenses relating to camps, excursions or sporting activities for the benefit of your child.
The annual CSEF amount per student is:




$125 for primary school students
$225 for secondary school students

How to Apply

Contact the school office to obtain a CSEF application form or download from the CSEF
website
Key Dates

All applicants must complete and lodge their submission by 30th June 2017

PARENTS AND FRIENDS ASSOCIATION
NEXT MEETING!! Monday 6th February 2017. Right after assembly Parent
Resource Room. 9.30am.
Notice of AGM Monday 6th March 2017 9.30am School Hall
Welcome to 2017! Hope that you all enjoyed a fun and relaxing summer break. We had great weather. An exciting
year ahead is planned for Tucker Road.
Starting school for the first time is very exciting for little people. They have often been anticipating the event for
months, eagerly trying on uniforms and imagining how ‘grown up’ they are going to feel.
It’s also an exciting time for the big people. Community engagement has massive benefits on every level. It’s great for
kids to see their big people working on the same team as the school. Plus at the end of the day, it’s just good for the
soul to be connected to your community and work towards a common goal.
On the back of the AMAZING success of the Our Family Tucker Cookbook, we are looking for inspiration, innovation
and initiatives to take the PFA to the next level as our school grows.
If you are keen to contribute to the schools future goals - your ideas and skills are welcome and invaluable. All whilst
meeting parents from across the school!
The PFA is a great opportunity to help make a difference in your child’s school life. As a voluntary parent body we aim
to support the school and its students and to create opportunities for social interaction between parents and between
parents and staff.
We have some extraordinary plans for our school this year. Come and be a part of this exciting time!
What does the PFA do?
Special events:
 Mother’s & Father’s Day stall
 Morning teas for Prep Mothers and Special Friends events
Grade 6 Graduation
Fundraising – money goes to buy resources for classrooms, Literacy & Numeracy programs and in recent years we
have provided funds for the school to purchase:
 Marquees in school colours for use at outdoor events
 SOL Centre Literacy Boards and Tables
 Shade Sails
Ukuleles and music stands
Uniform Shop – is also staffed by a team of PFA volunteers.
We meet once a month in the Parents’ Resource Centre (near the Uniform Shop). This year we have been meeting
on a Monday after assembly – but we have the flexibility to fix our meeting day and time according to what suits the
majority.
Our first meeting for 2017 will take the form of an information session where you can find out in more detail what we
are about. Toddlers welcome!
Thank you, Parents’ and Friends’ Association

ICT News - Konnective App
Konnective is a mobile app solution that will allow us to communicate with you straight to your smartphone
(via push notifications). We will be sending news, events, photos and more so that you can be even more
connected with your children’s activities and events at the school. Via the app, we can send communication to
specific class levels, so you will receive information specific to your child’s class as well as general news,
events and updates that will go to everyone. This will enhance our existing communications (e.g. Newsletter
and website ). For those without a smartphone you can still register and receive alerts via email.
Please ensure you have downloaded the app and then follow the directions below.
Members from 2016 have already been rolled over to their new Year Levels for 2017.

KARATE AT TUCKER

Yogabean Kids lunchtime class is
happening again for term 1!
Come and join us!
MONDAYS: 12.55pm-1.40pm
6 FEB- 20 MARCH (6 WEEKS)
Cost: $ 72+GST
To register:
http://yogabean.com.au/schoolclass-timetable-registration/

act, create, communicate
Self-development through drama!
Boost your child’s creativity, confidence and communication
skills. Our internationally acclaimed program includes speech,
movement, improvisation, scripts and productions.
Enrolling now for students aged 5 to 17.
Studio Locations:
Aspendale Gardens, Bentleigh East, Berwick,
Dingley, Endeavour Hills, Hampton,
Patterson Lakes, Pakenham, Parkdale.

95306080
www.helenogrady.com.au

