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Welcome to Term 1 - Week 2 

Welcome back to all members of the school community and a ‘special’ welcome to all of the new families 
who have joined us at TRBPS in 2020. 
It was lovely to see all of the very rested, excited and happy faces of the year’s 1-6 children as they entered the school 
gates last Wednesday to start their 2020 learning journey. The children went very quietly into the classrooms to meet 
and greet their 2020 teacher and peers. Emma and I spent Thursday and Friday visiting each classroom to welcome all 
of the children back to school and to chat about their holidays and expectations for the new school year.  
On Tuesday of last week, the staff spent the day working together on OHS/Emergency Management, First Aid/CPR 
professional learning, team planning, preparing rooms and revision of administrative and organisational information 
necessary to keep a big school functioning effectively. We discussed staff roles and responsibilities, DET expectations, 
student wellbeing and the 2020 AIP. Teams have reviewed and prepared the start of the year ‘Hit the Road Running 
Program’ which operates in each classroom and specialist sessions for the first 2 weeks of school. This program is 
designed to welcome the children back to school and to set the class climate, routines and to build community. The 
students will be revisiting school values as well as outlining clear behavioural and learning expectations for this year 
with their teachers. We all enjoyed having lunch together as teams to chat and begin the school year in a very happy 
and positive way. 

Welcome to our new 2020 Preps and Families 
The 2020 Preps attended their first day of school on Friday January 31, we organised a staggered entry into each 
classroom which worked seamlessly. Thank you to our dedicated Prep Teaching Team and ES staff who ensured that 
this day ran very effectively for all concerned. It was a very exciting time with loads of chatter and fun activities for the 
children to enjoy in each classroom. The staff ensured it was a very rewarding experience for all of the parents/carers, 
grandparents and the children, who joined TRBPS for their first year of primary schooling. Thank you to our prep 
parents who left the classrooms after many photos and cuddles and headed to the hall for a special morning tea 
prepared by the PFA. Thank you to the PFA for organising tea, coffee and biscuits for the parents to enjoy, which 
assisted the teaching staff to get started with their planned activities.  
 

Thank you to Mrs Marie Chalas who also assisted the prep team to ensure that the parents and children were happy 
and well-supported.  Emma and I strolled around the classrooms to meet all of the new students, whilst directing 
parents to the hall where they could find tissues and tea/coffee. It was a great morning and enjoyed by everyone who 
attended. 

TRBPS Classroom and Specialist teachers for 2020 are as follows: 
Mrs Lisa Atto, Ms Yvette Barton, Ms Karen Baxter, Mr James Borghero, Ms Karen Burgess, Mrs Pip Cafiso, Mr Michael 
Conway, Mrs Pattie Csendes, Mr Brett Dempster, Mrs Tam Faiman, Mrs Catherine Fear, Mrs June Gaffney, Ms Amy 
Harris, Ms Joanne Hunt, Mrs Rachel Kushnir, Ms Sarah Maydom,  Mrs Ellise Mehl, Mrs Lucy McNair, Ms Diane Nevitt, 
Mrs Deaane O’Brien, Mrs Estelle Schwab, Mr Matthew Serres, Mr Jeremy Taylor, Ms Stephanie Tilley, Ms Denise van 
Cuylenburg, Mrs Debbie Walters, Mr Liam Whittaker, Mrs Cyndi Wiltshire and Mr Wilson Young. 

Welcome to both of our new teachers for 2020: Stephanie is taking part-time PE (2 days) and Liam is taking Year 3L. 
We wish them a fabulous year as they join the TRBPS staff team for 2020. 
Principal Class Officers: Mrs Robyn Farnell and Miss Emma Baldwin. 
Student Wellbeing Leader: Mrs Marie Chalas. 

Tucker Road, Bentleigh Primary School - No: 4687 
16 Tucker Road Bentleigh  3204 
P.O. Box 1341 Moorabbin  3189 
Phone:  9557 2044     Fax:  9557 2181 
Web Site:   http:/www.tucker-road.vic.edu.au 



TRBPS ES staff are:  
Mr Phil Cole (Business Manager), Mrs Davina Gebert (Office Manager), Mrs Julie Strahan (Office Administration/First 
Aid) Mrs Lisa Bell (First Aid Officer) and ESS - Integration Aides:  Ms Helen Boyes, Mrs Meena Blanshard, Ms Cheryl 
Meagher, Ms Yvonne Mooyman, and Mrs Lisa Plionis.  
Ms Robyn Donoghue (Library and local IT technician).  
Our DET TSSP - IT Technician is Mr Ryan Thompson. 
 

The School Improvement Team (Leadership Team): 
Mrs Robyn Farnell - Principal  
Ms Emma Baldwin - Assistant Principal - Curriculum and Student Wellbeing 
Ms Debbie Walters - Leading Teacher Student Voice and Agency in the classroom 
Ms Karen Burgess - Learning Specialist Mathematics Years P-6  
Mrs Cyndi Wiltshire - Learning Specialist Literacy Years P-6 
 

The Year Level Team Leaders for 2020: 
Mrs Lucy McNair - Foundation (Prep)  
Mrs Pattie Csendes & Lisa Atto – Year 1 
Mrs June Gaffney – Year 2 
Ms Ellise Mehl – Year 3 
Ms Karen Burgess & Ms Karen Baxter – Year 4 
Mrs Rachel Kushnir – Years 5/6 
  

Specialist Team Leader: 
Mr Wilson Young 
 

TRBPS IT Leader: 
Mr Brett Dempster 
 

Please note: If you have any concerns please see your child’s teacher as the first point of call and if further 
assistance is required you can also make an appointment with the Level Team Leader.  
 

Compass Communication System  
It is imperative that all parents are able to log on to Compass.  The portal is the major communication system and will 
be used for a range of applications for your children.  The application gives us the ability to inform parents if their child 
is absent.  This application is an effective safety method to keep the school and parents aware of the student’s 
whereabouts.  Attendance rolls are marked by class teachers at the very beginning of the school day.  It is therefore 
necessary for all students to be at school prior to 9am and for parents to indicate through Compass, their child’s 
absence. All FULL DAY absences can be placed on the system before the school day begins. If you are arriving late after 
9.00am or picking up children early you must report to office first and sign in/out. If this is not done unexplained 
absences will result in an SMS message being sent to parents.  
If you are having trouble logging on to compass please contact the office to renew your password. 
 

After much feedback from the community we will now create a monthly Newsletter with an interim reminder ‘save 
the dates page’ (fortnightly). The rest of our daily/weekly important communication will be sent out via Compass (as 
explained above).  
 

Hats are Compulsory- until the end of April 
The wearing of a broad brimmed hat is compulsory until the end of April. Please ensure that your child has a hat on a 
daily basis (regardless of early morning weather conditions). Play restrictions will apply to children without a hat in 
regard to play, physical education and sport. 

 
Uniform Shop 
The uniform shop will now only operate on pre-orders only. The shop itself will not open unless otherwise specified.  
Orders can be made by completing the Uniform Order Form available at the office, or purchased via the QKR App. 
Our uniform shop volunteers will pack your orders on a weekly basis and your items will be delivered to your child’s/
rens classrooms. 

  
Canteen 
School Canteen will be open Tuesdays and Thursdays. Canteen menus are available online. Orders can be placed via 
QKR before 9.00am. Classroom Cuisine operates on the other days ( Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays) if you would 
like to order please do so at: www.classroomcuisine.com.au before 8.30am. 
 



Thank you to parents who assist over the holidays with maintenance and gardening tasks  
The Monday before school started some of the TRBPS BaGs committee came up to help around the school yard to 
prepare for the start of the school year. In particular I know that the BaGS convenor Mr Darius Culvenor worked 
tirelessly on Monday January 26 with mowing and whipper snipping and over the holidays on small projects and 
watering of the gardens. Many other parents also assisted with watering of the vegetable and herb gardens around the 
school alongside Mrs Kim Aitken our 
Kitchen Garden and sustainability coordinator. Thank you all for the continued care of our school facilities and gardens, 
we appreciate this greatly.  
 

Parents/Visitors in Buildings 
School policy is that parents/carers or visitors should not enter school corridors or playgrounds without authorisation. 
You must sign in at the General Office and wear a lanyard at all times after 9.00am and before 3.30pm if you enter the 
school for any reason. The Department of Education has requested that schools adopt Child Safe Standard strategies at 
all times, that assist the security of students and belongings. To volunteer or work within the school during school 
times you must have a WWCC and present this on arrival at the office as you sign in to the school. Your co-operation in 
adhering to this policy is appreciated. As you can understand, we want to make sure that your children are safe at all 
times when at school. For this reason the internal school gates will be locked from 9.15am and reopened at 3.20pm as 
from Monday February 24. Please ensure at all other times you enter through the general office, with the exception of 
School Assembly, which will be held this year (as advised on Compass) in the Gymnasium from 2.50pm on Friday 
afternoons.   
 

Lost property -Student Wellbeing - building greater responsibility and independence  
To assist us in supporting students to develop resilient qualities we are requesting that all parents name each article of 
the school uniform for easy identification. Please ask your child to make sure any articles of clothing removed during 
the day are put into their school bag or their room boxes located outside of the classrooms (P-4) at each play-time. 
Lost property is located in cupboards outside the staff toilets in the main corridor. Parents will be able to access these 
cupboards at the beginning and end of the school day. Please enter from the entrance adjacent to the prep area main 
gate to collect any articles of lost clothing. We please ask that you do not enter through the Office Reception area, 
which gets very busy each morning. We also ask that you are mindful of keeping the cupboards neat and tidy as this 
area is also a walkway and we want people to be safe from possible trip hazards.  
 

Staff Car Park 
Parents/carers are reminded that the staff car park is for staff use only during school hours: 8.45am – 3.45pm and for 
cars only.  It is not for any pedestrians. To enter through the Pedestrian opened gates follow the yellow lines for foot 
traffic ensuring that you stay safe. Any special needs requests are to be directed to the main office reception.  
 

Pedestrian entry or exit through the car park gate for safety reasons is strictly prohibited. 
 

Morning and Afternoon Drop off Zone 
No Parking – ‘Kiss and Go’ Zone - this is for quick two minute drop offs and the council are quite strict in managing 
this area to ensure our school community is kept safe and cars are kept moving. This allows everyone to have access 
to dropping their children of in a timely and safe manner.  
 

Use of School Crossing Student Safety – ‘safe practice’ and be a great role model for our children 
Parents/Carers are strongly encouraged to use the school crossing as a role model for all students - many parents have 
been observed crossing Tucker Road away from the crossing with younger children in hand. No students or parents 
should ever use the staff car park gate as a point of entry or exit - at all times- to avoid a mix of cars and pedestrians 
and to safeguard our students. 
 

Late Arrival at School - It is NOT okay to be late  
All children who arrive at school after the 9:00 am school commencement bell has gone must first report to the general 
office to complete a late entry notice.  They should NOT go directly to classrooms because in many cases their class 
may have commenced specialist classes e.g. Art, Music, PE, LOTE etc., and a teacher may not be in the classroom, the 
students must be signed in at the office on entry to the school. Punctuality is an important parent responsibility.  
Parents of students who are regularly late will be contacted by the school to discuss the issue and to see if we can 
support you in any way. Being late regularly will impact on your child’s progress and self-esteem as they feel very 
anxious when they have missed the start of the day and the first instructions. 

 
 
 
  



Early Collection from School 
The collections of students during the day should ideally be kept to an absolute minimum.  Appointments and other 
school activities should be made with enough leeway time to allow collection from school between 3.30 and 3.45pm. 
Collections between 3.00 and 3.30pm often mean children miss out on class information being sent home and it 
causes disruption to learning time. General Office staff also find the time very demanding when multiple early 
collections are being requested. If you child needs to be picked during the day, where possible please advise the 
teacher beforehand and pick up at beginning or end of  morning recess or lunchtime. Children will NOT be called to the 
office before an Adult has presented at the General Office to sign them out. Please understand that sometimes 
appointments and schedules change and we wish to avoid children sitting and waiting for long periods of time in the 
Office area for the adult picking them up.  
 

End of a School Day Pick Up Arrangements  
Children need to make a spot to meet you or a carer after school outside and not be asked to wait in the office area 
unless in an emergency situation where you have contacted the office directly. It is a very busy time in the front office 
at the end of a school day and is not large enough for students to be using as a waiting space. If you need to pick your 
child up later than 3.45pm (when supervised yard duty concludes) you will need to make arrangements for Out of 
School Hours Care with Camp Australia through their website: www.campaustralia.com.au 
They do take casual bookings.  
 

All children who are not collected by 3:45pm will be referred to the General Office and parents or emergency contacts 
will be contacted. If the children are casual enrolments at Camp Australia they will be sent for care at Rainbow House; 
please understand the staff have scheduled meetings throughout the week and office staff are only available until 
4.30pm. If there is any emergency and you will be late to pick your child up from school please call the office promptly 
so we are aware of the situation and can make suitable arrangements for the child or children.   
 

No one should ever collect and take home other children without the specific approval of that child’s parents. Each 
year office staff spend many hours of anxious time tracking down children where these procedures have not been 
followed, so we ask your co-operation in regard to this important health and safety issue.  
 

Morning drop off or Arrival at School: Teachers are on yard duty from 8.45am, so this means that children dropped 
at school early will be in the yard alone and have no supervision until this time. Therefore the children will be 
requested to sit in specific area for their safety - if they are at school before 8.45am (unless at organised and 
supervised sport practice e.g. 5/6 sport teams). For the children’s safety it is imperative that they attend the Camp 
Australia’s Out Of School Hour’s Care program if you need to be at work earlier than 8.45am.  
 

Dogs on School Grounds 
Parents are reminded that dogs are NOT allowed in the school grounds whilst dropping off or collecting children. All 
dogs should be on a lead and remain outside school grounds at these times. This is a safety measure to protect both 
students (and dogs) from the excitement of these times. Arrangements can be made with class teachers for a special 
showing of a pet within the classroom or grounds during school time. 
NO dogs are allowed on school grounds during school days and when childcare programs operate 7.00am -6.00pm. 
 

Accidents at School 
Parents are reminded that the Department does not provide personal accident insurance for parents. Parents and 
guardians are responsible for paying the cost of medical treatment for injured students, including any transport costs. 
Student accident insurance policies are available from some commercial insurers.  These cover a range of medical 
expenses not covered by Medicare or private health insurance. Policies are reasonably low cost. The Department of 
Education cannot advise parents/guardians on whether to purchase a student accident policy or which policy to 
purchase.  
 

Cyclist Supervision/Guidelines 
Any students from Year Prep to Year 3 must be accompanied by an adult if they ride their bike to school. Students from 
Year 4 to 6 are allowed to ride to school on their own provided a bicycle permission form has been returned. No 
student or pre-schooler of any age should ride bikes or scooters within the school grounds - bicycles and scooters need 
to be walked from gateways to the bike shed and vice versa. All bikes/scooters are stored in the bike storage area. 
 

Don’t forget that Assembly is now at 2.50pm Friday afternoons. We hope to see you there! 
The Preps will not attend this Friday first assembly will b 14th February. 
 
We hope you all had a fabulous first week and a half start to the 2020 School Year! 
  
Kind regards, 
Robyn Farnell and Emma Baldwin 



Meet & Greet Evenings 
 
Next week each year level will hold a ‘Meet and Greet’ information session. This is an opportunity for parents to meet their child’s 
teacher and also receive information about curriculum and important dates. Please see the time and date for your child’s ‘Meet and 
Greet’ session below.  
 
All sessions will be held in your child’s classroom expect Year 5/6 where they will begin the middle of the SOL centre and then 
break off into classrooms. It is important to arrive on time as each session will begin with information followed by questions and an 
opportunity to explore your child’s classroom.  
 
Please note that Prep parents will not have a ‘Meet and Greet’ session but the Prep team will be holding a quick, “how your child 
has settled’ meeting in week 8 (Monday 16th March-Friday 20th March) between 3.30 and 5pm. More information will be provided 
to Prep parents closer to the time.  
 
Information for your child’s session is below: 
Prep: Parent meetings in week 8 (16/03-20/03) 
Year 1 session:  Wednesday 12th February 5:30pm-6pm (in your child’s classroom) 
Year 2 session:  Wednesday 12th February 5:30pm-6pm (in your child’s classroom) 
Year 3 session:  Wednesday 12th February 6:15pm-6:45pm (in your child’s classroom) 
Year 4 session:  Wednesday 12th February 6:15pm-6:45pm (in your child’s classroom) 
Year 5/6 session: Tuesday 11th February 6pm-6:45pm (in SOL Centre) 
 
If you have any questions regarding the ‘Meet and Greet’ sessions please speak with your child’s teacher.  



DATES TO DIARY 2020 
 
 
Tuesday 11th February 
 Year 5 & 6 Meet the Teacher 
 6-6.45pm 
Wednesday 12th February  
 Year 1& 2 Meet the Teacher 
 5.30-6.00pm 
 Year 3 & 4 Meet the Teacher 
 6.15-6.45pm 
Tuesday 25th February 
 School Council 6.30pm 
Monday 26th February 
 Swim Trials 2.00-3.00pm 
 Caulfield Pool 
Tuesday 3rd March 
 MPSSA District Swim  
 Sports Caulfield Pool 
Monday 9th March  
 Public Holiday - Labour 
 Day 
Thursday 12th March 
 House Sports - Field Events 
 Years 3-6 (9.00am-2.00pm) 
Tuesday 17th March 
 School Photos 
 Class & Individual 
Wednesday 18th March 
 House  Sport - Track Events 
 Duncan McKinnon  
Monday 23rd March 
 School Prep Tour 2021 
 9.30-10.30am 
Tuesday 24th March 
 School Council AGM 
 6.30pm 
Friday 27th March 
 Last day of Term One 
 Dismissal at 2.30pm 
 

School Camp Dates for 2020 
Year 6 Camp 

Mon 20th April –23rd April 
Camp Marysville 

 
 

Year 5 Camp 
Wed 11th to Friday 13th Oct 

Sovereign Hill 
 
 

Year 4 Camp 
Wed 18th Nov - Friday 20th Nov 

Maldon 

Term Dates 2020 
 

Term 1 
 

28th January (Teachers start) 
29th January (Years1-6 Start) 

31st January (Preps Start) 
To  

27th March  
 
 

Term 2 
 

14th April  
To  

26th June 
 

Term 3 
 

13th July 
To 

18th September 
 

Term 4 
 

5th October 
To 

18th December 

Camps, Sports and  
Excursions Fund 

The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund helps ensure that no student misses 
out on the opportunity to join their classmates for important, educational and 
fun activities. It is part of making Victoria the Education State and the 
Government's commitment to breaking the link between a student's 
background and their achievements. 

CSEF will be provided to eligible families to cover the costs of school trips, 
camps and sporting activities. 

If you hold a valid means-tested concession card or are a temporary foster 
parent, you may be eligible for CSEF. A special consideration category also 
exists for asylum seeker and refugee families. The allowance is paid to the 
school to use towards expenses relating to camps, excursions or sporting 
activities for the benefit of your child. 

The annual CSEF amount per student is: 

    $125 for primary school students 

 $225 for secondary school students 
 
How to Apply 
Contact the school office to obtain a CSEF application 
form or download from the CSEF website 
 
Key Dates 
All applicants must complete and lodge their 
submission by 26th June 2020 
 

Link to parent information and eligibility 
categories etc: 
 
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/health/Pages/
csef.aspx#link22 
 

School  Photos 

TUESDAY MARCH 17 
 

School photos (individual/
class groupings/family groups/
school captains/house 
captains) will be taken on 
Tuesday March 17 
commencing at 9.00am.   
School uniform must be worn 
for all photographs. 
 
Photo forms will go out to the 
children via the classroom at a 
later date. 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/health/Pages/csef.aspx#link22
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/health/Pages/csef.aspx#link22


Year 6 Leader Positions  - 2020 
 

School Leaders 
Jack Kidney   Julian Rees-Marom 

          Emily Richards Zach Verginis     

Flinders Captains 
Stirling Gaddie Emily Ellis 

 

Lawson Captains 

Sebastian Grinberg Lily Bree 

Melba Captains 

Abbie Slaughter William Warren 
Sturt Captains 

Grace Morrissey Ava Ferguson 
 

Art Leaders: 
Leila Zamani Alistair Smith 

 

Music Leaders:  
Zac Culvenor  Cameron Gabler Hugo Heppingstone 

 

Language Leaders: 
    Adam Tabachowitz        Evie Mita 

 

Peacemaker Leaders: 
Bianca Leeman       Thomas Smith 

 

RESPONSIBILITIES 
 

 ART ROOM ASSISTANT:  Lucy Griffiths  Kathy Aliss 
 
 

RECYCLING BIN MONITORS:  Austin Hall  Liv Hurwitz Lewis Stewart 
     Jordan Kushnir  Lenni Jones Marisa Diamantaris 
      
COMPUTER MONITORS:  Aiden Brkic  Marek Arnheim Max Allison 
     Logan Zhelikhov 
 
FLAGPOLE MONITORS:  Brandon Elton  Buffy Robinson 
 
FRONT OFFICE/LOST PROPERTY: Alison Stamp  Jaylah Breer-Tuck 
 
HOUSE POINTS MONITORS:  Olivia Smith  Aaron Huang Rita Kon 
     Tamara Boskovska Ava Marianne Lachie Paterson 
 
MUSIC MONITORS:   Paulina Mansuino Jayden Redfern 
       
LIBRARY ASSISTANT:   Harel Saig  Jacquilyn Demirtzis Josh Heenan 
 
NOTICES MONITORS:   Elly Begen  Sofia Anastopoulos Jonty Litwinow 
     India Steiner  Ella Weinstein  Jeremy  Tun 
     Jazzy Liebenberg  Sofina Pang 
      
PREP HELPERS:   Willow Kelemen Maddie Sibraa  Liam Enticott 
     Isabella Alves  Chiara Garufi-Bryne Saule Zdanavicute 
 

STATIONERY/SOL CENTRE    Ava Krinelos  Tash Esdaile  Elliot Reidy 
     Diego Dinelli-Svo 
 
VEGGIE PATCH MONITORS:  Jayden McKenzie  India Ford  Ruven Warusavithana 
 
1/2 AREA ASSISTANTS:   Milly Curie  Abihnay Goyal  Riley Crawford 
     Liron As   Darcy Hill 
 
SUSTAINABILITY MONITOR:  Piper Harris  Maddie Thomas 
 
LUNCH ASSISTANTS:   Nick Williams  Thomas Fiket 



KARATE AT TUCKER 






