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DATES TO DIARY 2019 
 

Term 4 
 
Sunday 17th November 
 Working Bee 9.30-11.30am 
Tuesday 19th November 
 School Council 6.30pm 
Wednesday 20th November 
 Prep 2020 Transition No.2 
Thursday 21st November 
 Junior Sports Day  
 9.30am-1.30pm 
 Duncan McKinnon 
Wednesday 27th November 
 Prep 2020 Transition No.3 
Wednesday 4th December 
 Prep 2020 Transition No.4 
Friday 6th December 
 PFA Staff Lunch 
Monday 9th  December 
 Graduation Ceremony Year 6 
Friday 13th December 
 Awards Morning 
Tuesday 17th December 
 Graduation Dinner Year 6 
Friday 20th December  
 Last Day of the Year 
 1.30pm Dismissal  
  
 
 School Camp Dates for 2019 

 

 
Year 4 Camp 

Wed 20th Nov - Friday 22nd Nov 
Maldon 
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Newsletter Term 4  Week 6 November 14 
 

Mini Fete News  
The TRBPS annual Mini Fete was held on Wednesday. It was a wonderful day and 
enjoyed by all members of the school community. The children spent Tuesday 
afternoon ‘spruiking’ their stalls and did a great job of enticing the community to 
visit their various stalls which included plants, toys, books, sporting goods, cakes, 
sausages, gelato and other delicious treats! 
All classes have been very busy organising their displays and merchandise to sell 
over the past few weeks.  Thank you to all of the TRBPS staff and students who 
prepared some very exciting stalls for the mini fete or provided assistance with 
counting money or showing guests around. Overall it was a great success and we 
really enjoyed walking around to chat with many parents, carers and students who 
were managing their stalls or just simply enjoying what the mini fete had to offer. It 
was definitely an exciting afternoon for everyone involved and what a fantastic way 
to raise money to support some of our school programs and activities.  
The Year 6 Students did a fantastic job in running their own stalls and this year 
worked hard to ensure that what they sold had minimal impact on the environment. 
Each group developed a waste management plan and chose materials that could 
easily be recycled. This was evident with the use of paper plates/paper cups instead 
of plastic and also with stalls that provided entertainment such as down ball rather 
than actually selling a physical item. Our school has had a strong focus this year on 
sustainability with the prep classes potting plants and making beeswax wrappers. 
It was wonderful to see students thinking about the environment when creating their 
stalls. 
Thank you to everyone in the school community and wider who donated 
merchandise or made goods to sell. We couldn’t have implemented this event 
without all of your kind support. We raised approx. $ after expenses.  This is another 
example of the fantastic TRBPS community effort!  

November Curriculum Day 
The focus of the first half of the curriculum day was unpacking NAPLAN Reading 
and Writing data. This part of the day was run by Emma Baldwin and our Literacy 
Learning Specialist Cyndi Wiltshire. As it is the first time our school has 
participated in the NAPLAN online assessment it was important that staff have an 
understanding of how the online test questions differ from that of the paper based 
test. Staff were able to see areas of reading that students at TRBPS did well and 
areas where more work is needed. Time was allocated so staff could work together 
to use this data to forward plan and ensure their teaching is targeted towards 
developing student knowledge and understanding particularly in the area of 
comprehension. Cyndi and Emma also took staff through NAPLAN writing data. 
With the use of this data and the NAPLAN writing guide, staff were able to work in 
teams to forward plan with a goal of targeting areas where students had not scored 
highly. The plans were saved on the google drive and utilising this drive meant that 
all staff could actively type their ideas directly onto the plan and that these will be 
readily accessible for them to also access during planning sessions.   
The last part of the day was led by Debbie Walters and Robyn Farnell and they took 
staff through the DET ‘AMPLIFY’ Document which supports teachers to 
incorporate ‘Student Voice and Agency and Leadership’ (SVAL) into their 
classroom program planning.  



This will be a big focus for TRBPS next year as Student Voice, Agency and Leadership forms one of our School Strategic Plan 
Goals (SSP) and this goal will be open in our Annual Implementation Plan 2020 (AIP) for us to incorporate more fully into our 
teaching practice for improved student learning. The aim of the session was to provide staff with a clear understanding of what 
Student Voice, Agency and Leadership and to develop a clear understanding of each element, as we have found as an education 
system that they mean different things to different teachers. The idea was to work on developing consistent understanding of each 
element of SVAL across our school, and to take the time to unpack the definitions given in AMPLIFY. We worked on looking at 
how we can begin to incorporate the 3 elements through suggested AMPLIFY strategies. We also generated ideas in level teams of 
how each strategy could be used to enhance our current curriculum program planning, as well 
As to create and promote effective learning partnerships with students. 

 
Staffing Update for 2020 
Due to lower student enrolment numbers for 2020 our current contract teachers,  Christine Turnock, Isobel Turner and Elly Wood 
will be moving on to other primary schools. We are very excited and celebrate the fact that all three of them have picked up 
provisional positions. We would like to thank them for the contribution they have made to TRBPS.   
 

Congratulations to Brett Dempster who was successful in obtaining the provisional classroom teaching position with IT 
responsibilities at TRBPS. We would also like to make the community aware that Miia Karvinen will be taking leave next year too. 
We are also still in the process of advertising the Italian teaching position and hope to have this filled by the end of the year.  
 

The grade levels that current staff will be teaching in 2020 are still being finalised and will be announced to the community in the 
coming weeks.  
 

School Council Data Share 
At the October meeting NAPLAN Data as well as data from the Attitudes to School Survey, Staff Survey and the Parent Opinion 
Survey were shared with all members. It was a great opportunity to celebrate the success of our school’s NAPLAN results. We have 
achieved many of our Annual Implementation Plan NAPLAN targets including increasing the percentage of  
Students in Year 5 in the top 2 bands of Writing and Numeracy.  
Council members were then able to look closely at the survey data and worked in small groups to record what they felt was positive, 
challenging and unexpected about all the data. It was a very productive meeting and providing time for our school council members 
to analyse the data was a very valuable exercise. We thank all our members for their contribution on the night.  
 

Bayside Peninsula Area Principal Forum 
Attending this forum last Thursday was highly valuable as one of the sessions was around the new ministerial order on Mobile 
Phones. As you may have read in previous newsletter s and also seen in the media, mobile phones will be banned at all 
Victorian state primary and secondary schools from Term 1 2020. As a result of this every school in Victoria now has access to the 
newly created Department of Education and Training (DET) Student Mobiles in Schools Policy to provide guidelines and policy 
around the use of mobile phones in schools. We are able to tailor some aspects to the individual school context. At present, we are 
going through this process of contextualising the DET policy and we will be able to share the TRBPS Mobile Phone Policy 2020 
with the school community before the end of the year. 
 

A timely reminder that under our current policy, students who bring mobile phones to school need to ensure they are turned off and 
are kept in bags during school time or handed to the classroom teacher for safe keeping during school hours.  
 
 

A note from the School Council President 
 
Dear Parents, Carers and School Community members, 
 
I can hardly believe that the end of the school year is just next month and that my first year in this role has nearly come to an end. 
What a super busy year it has been for our school community! With so many things always happening, I thought I would reflect on 
some key highlights from my perspective: 
 

 The new gymnasium has been integrated into the life of the school, being used for whole school assemblies, school and 
community sport, and other events. Those of you who remember the freezing cold or boiling hot assemblies held on the bitumen 
will appreciate the gym as much as I do! 

 The work over the last five years of creating a consistent approach to teaching across the year levels at Tucker Rd is really 
starting to pay off. Students can now expect teachers to use the same methodologies, language and approaches as they move into a 
new year level, which makes it easier for students to learn and apply their skills in the key areas of writing, reading and numeracy.  
Evidence of this can be seen in the recent NAPLAN results for our Grade 5s where there was a significant uplift in writing skills 
since Grade 3 compared to their peer cohort across the state. We also saw a significant reduction in the number of students at the 
lower end of the numeracy results which means those students have achieved an outstanding rate of growth. 

 A particular highlight for me was the school concert as it is rare to have the whole school community together at the one time. 
The concert provided a wonderful opportunity for all students to stand on a professional stage, sing, dance or act and participate in 
the joy of the performing arts. I am very grateful for the care and enthusiasm the teachers put into ensuring the concert is well-run 
and enjoyable for all. 
 
We should all be proud of the fact that Tucker Rd is a school that provides a wide range of opportunities for students to explore their 
passions - whether it be music, chess, sports, reading or in the tech shed. A lot of parents are surprised to know that the yearly 
Government funding for schools only covers teacher and staff salaries. If we want to upgrade IT equipment, buy new and exciting 
books for the library or maintain the playgrounds, the funding for this comes from the yearly parent contributions. So, as we look 
ahead to the new school year its a good time to reflect on the very important role our parent financial contributions make to ensuring 
Tucker Rd continues to be an engaging place to learn for all our children! 
 

 
Justine Coleman 



CHESS 
On Nov 6 five players from the Tucker Rd chess team travelled to Balwyn to play on the State Finals of the 
Chess Victoria competition, a very tough tournament indeed. Over 7 rounds of tournament play our team fin-
ished a very creditable 9th position, Jennifer Morrison placing second girl over all. A very remarkable result 
indeed. 
I would like to sincerely thank the Morrison family for their support of this tournament over the past 2 years 
and their supervision and driving of the children on these days. It is very much appreciated. 
 

Jeremy Taylor 
Chess Coach 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Library News 
 
Library Last Day for Student Borrowing 
The last day for student Library borrowing will be Friday 22nd November 2019. 
All Library Books must be returned to the School by Friday 6th December  2019. 
The Library will be closed for 2 weeks between 26th Nov to 7th Dec. 
 
On behalf of the Tucker Road Library we would like to thank Emmaus College for the donation of our 
wonderful book display unit. 
It is a marvelous addition to the space. 
Robyn Donoghue 
(Library) 
 
 
To Parents please note: 
If you want to hang out with me and eat yummy bickies while helping me with the stocktake please fill 
out the attached form and send it to school. 
All help is greatly appreciated!!!! 
Thank you  
Robyn Donoghue 
(Library)  
 

LIBRARY STOCK TAKE – PARENT HELPERS  REPLY SLIP 
I can assist with the library stock take 
 

Name: ____________________________________________________ 
 

Contact telephone number: __________________________________ 
 

Date: (Please tick) 
 
   ____  Monday 3rd December  9:00-12:40 
   ____ Tuesday 4th December  9:00-12:40 
   ____ Wednesday 5th December 9:00-12:40 
   ____ Thursday 6th December  9:00-12:40 



Uniform Shop Open Dates 
 

8.30am-9.30am 
 

 
 
Tuesday Dec 3 
Tuesday Dec 10 

Term Dates 2019 
 

Term 4 
 

7th October 
To 

20th December 
 

Term Dates 2020 
28th January (Teachers start) 
29th January (Years1-6 Start) 

31st January (Preps Start) 
To  

27th March  

Students nominated for the TRBPS Values 
Award for  the  11th November 

 
 Lily Blundell Harry Heenan 
Georgina Runting Hudson Partridge 
Ariyan Ezadyar Reilly Starkey 
Will Murchison All of Class 1D 
Benji Sevinc Zoe Bartlett 
Renee Wasserman Keira Moss 
Leo Mapstone Annie Wiltshire 
Olivia Wingfield Adit Potdukhe 
Max Allison Piper Harris 
Kathy Aliss Zoe Connelly 
Lumiere Nagayama 
Samuel Dimopoulos 
Nathan Rees-Marom 
 

 
 
 
 

Milk Bottle Tops Needed 

 
 
The school is collecting milk, water and soft drink bottle lids with the or label. This is for a company 
called Envision. They are using the lids to create prosthetic limbs for children. For more information 
please refer to the website https://envision.org.au/envision-hands/. 
Please start collecting your bottle lids and send them to Prep M or leave at the office. Please ensure 
all lids are clean. Let’s start saving our lids to save our planet and help others!  

Waste Warriors Rose and Maddie 

 REMINDER 
 

WORKING BEE 
 

THIS  
 

SUNDAY NOVEMBER 
17th 

 
9.30-11.30AM 

 
Light refreshments after working bee 

Junior Sports Day 
 

Prep-Year2 
 

 
Thursday November 21st 

 
Duncan McKinnon Athletics 

Track 
 

9.30am-1.30pm 

https://envision.org.au/envision-hands/
https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwiJvN3HmpPkAhWLbX0KHRsgCAAQjRx6BAgBEAQ&url=https://7news.com.au/the-daily-edition/envision-hands-turns-bottle-caps-into-prosthetic-limbs-for-kids-in-need-c-200981&psig=AOvVaw3XdUim


Veggie Patch News 
 
A huge thank you to my neighbour Angela (who turned 90 this year) 
for donating over 100 plants to the school veggie garden. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Term 3 in the garden with the yr 1’s and 2’s  
As part of our garden program the Students each repurposed a plastic bottle into a self 
watering planter.  
We used a 1.25lt plastic bottle , string, potting  mix and sunflower seeds that we 
collected from last years sunflowers.  
We had a great time making these planters and many had success. Chloe wanted me to see the 
growth her care has given the sunflowers.  
A big thanks to my husband and son who helped with the cutting and drilling of each bottle 
for approximately 180 students.  
‘The Patch’ 
Kim Aitken 



FIRST AID NEWS 

Important steps to ensure students are sun smart and safe at school: 
UV radiation is at its highest from mid-August to April and peaks during school hours. Please encourage and support your child to 
develop independent sun protection skills. ( eg hats, sunscreen ,clothing ) 

Also have access and drink plenty of water. 

Asthma and hay fever symptoms increase every year between October and December. There is also the chance of an epidemic thun-
derstorm asthma event during grass pollen season. 

Increased risk of thunderstorm asthma can occur in people with: 

 asthma 

 a past history of asthma 

 undiagnosed asthma 

 hay fever, who may not have asthma 

 poor control and self-management of asthma. 







http://www.bentleighcalisthenics.com/class-times.htm 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bentleighcalisthenics.com%2Fclass-times.htm&data=02%7C01%7Ctucker.rd.bentleigh.ps%40edumail.vic.gov.au%7C4e8e685d6e104a89fc3708d76833fd2c%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C1%7C6370924









