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DATES TO DIARY 2019 
 

Term 4 
 
Friday 13th December 
 Awards Morning 9.00-12pm 
Tuesday 17th December 
 Graduation Dinner Year 6 
Thursday 19th December 
 Junior Sports Day Prep-2 
Friday 20th December  
 Last Day of the Year 
 1.30pm Dismissal  
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Newsletter Term 4  Week 10 December 12 

Phase 2 of the School Master Plan News 
TRBPS Building Work News 
Master Plan Stage 2 - Schematic Design Phase 
Over the last few weeks, we have received visits from various construction 
teams including the building surveyors, hence the coloured lines and numbers around 
the school. They have been assessing the school site in preparation for stage 2 of the 
School Masterplan to begin. Hopefully the building will occur in the next few years, 
as was promised by the Victorian Government. This semester the school received 
Government funding for the design planning phase to begin. We have continued to 
work with MSM Architects (who designed the Gymnasium) on the schematic designs 
for the newly proposed Administration Block and a new 4 classroom 
building. MSM recently presented their proposed schematic designs to School 
Council. It is a very exciting time ahead for Tucker Road Bentleigh PS and we are 
hoping that we may be included in the next Victorian Government Financial 
Budget which will be announced in May 2020. If we are included in this 
budget then we can start the preparation for the building phase. I will be heading into 
the city next week to sign off on the proposed designs with MSM Architects and the 
Victorian Schools Building Authority. I will continue to keep everyone posted about 
the next stage via the school newsletters.  
 

Student Numbers at TRBPS for 2020 
Student numbers for next year are sitting at about 580 children. If you know that you 
are not returning to TRBPS for 2020, please make sure you let the office know in 
writing ASAP. This helps with the allocation of students to classes and is imperative 
information which assists us to make accurate staffing decisions against the DET 
funding we are provided. The school student numbers are contingent to the amount of 
contract staffing positions we can offer at TRBPS. We need to know as early as 
possible to ensure we have the correct amount of teachers employed before we end the 
2019 year. 
 

Class Allocations 
Teachers have been very busy finalising the allocation of children to classes and 
completing a handover of information about each child in a discussion with next 
year’s teacher.  Thank you to all of the parent/carers who have sent in requests. We 
have endeavoured to attend to requests in accordance with the criteria mentioned in 
previous newsletters. Please understand that it is not possible to take any new requests 
as we have now finalised.  
 

School Council News: - unpacking the 2019 school data and assessing 
the School Strategic Plan goals and targets of the 2019 Annual 
Implementation Plan (AIP)  to create the AIP for 2020 
At the October SC meeting, the NAPLAN Data, Attitudes to School (Student), Staff 
and Parent Opinion Surveys were all shared with the councillors. It was a great 
opportunity to celebrate the success of our school’s NAPLAN results particularly in 
the areas of Writing, Reading and Numeracy. We had a discussion about the goals and 
targets that we had set in 2019 and rated our progress towards achieving these.  

FINAL DAY  FOR 2019 
 

FRIDAY 
20th DECEMBER 

 
1.00PM ASSEMBLY 

 
1.30 PM DISMISSAL 
FROM CLASSROOM 

 
 

First Day for 2020 
All students from Year 1 to Year 6 

commence on  
Wednesday 29th January.  

 
 

Prep’s for 2020 will commence  
Friday 31st January. 



Council members were able to look closely at the other surveys and in small groups they recorded what they felt was positive, 
challenging and unexpected based on what the data showed. It was a very productive meeting and provided much needed time for 
our school council members to analyse the data and provide feedback, it was a most valuable exercise. We thank all our SC 
members for their contribution on the night. We have some great things for consideration into the future when writing the next 
Annual Implementation Plan (AIP) for 2020. 
 

Transition Program at TRBPS  
The children are very excited about the next step in their schooling and this was very evident during our whole school transition 
‘Step Up’ times, which have been in place each Tuesday afternoon over the last couple of weeks. This supports the children to get to 
know other teachers across the school and have some fun with their peers in readiness for 2020. The children have spoken positively 
about their visits to the next year level, they have spent time completing fun activities and really enjoyed the experience. Next 
Tuesday (December 17) the students will  have a chance to ‘Meet and Greet’ the teacher for next year. The children will spend time 
hearing all about the next year level expectations and asking questions about how things work. Our departing Year 6 students 
attended their local Secondary College on Tuesday as part of the Victorian State School’s Year 6-7 Orientation program. The 
children are all very excited as the end of the year fast approaches.   
 

December Reports 2019 
Teachers are presently finalising reports ready to go out on Compass next Wednesday December 18 at around 4.00pm. Please ensure 
that you are connected to Compass to receive your child’s report.  If you are not connected to Compass already, please see the front 
office for assistance with how to connect to the Compass system. 
 

The Year 6 Graduation Ceremony and Special Dinner and Disco Evening 
The Year 6 Graduation is always a highlight of our year mixed with a tinge of sadness and loads of happiness as we farewell our 
year 6 students and send them off to Secondary College for 2020. As we celebrated the achievements of our current year 6 students 
we also reflect on their time spent at Primary School for the last 7 years.  It is fabulous that we can hold this event in the new 
gymnasium with the new sound system and huge screen. The speeches from both teachers and students were heartfelt and very 
emotive as we heard recollections of favorite memories and highlights at Tucker Road Bentleigh Primary School. We commend the 
students for their confidence in delivering their graduation speech to such a large audience. It was wonderful to see how far they 
have come over their primary school journey! The maturity which they all displayed on the night, showed just how ready they are 
for the next stage of their learning at Secondary College.  We wish them all the very best for their next stage of schooling.  
  

The year 5/6 teaching team commit a great deal of time and effort in preparation of this evening and as always many people work 
tirelessly behind the scenes to ensure this event runs smoothly. Thank you to the parent team of volunteers for their efforts in setting 
up and packing up the gymnasium and in particular, Bronwyn Warren (Vice SC President) who managed many of these 
arrangements and worked with many volunteers from the parents/carers of the year 5/6 students. A huge thank you to the Year 5/6 
Teachers: Rachel Kushnir, Catherine Fear, Matthew Serres, Denise Van Cuylenburg, Isobel Turner & Cyndi Whiltshire for all of 
their hard work and effort in preparing the year 6 students, and for their fabulous speeches and presentations on the night. The 
students now look forward to enjoying the Year 6 Fun Day plus the Dinner and Disco organised for next week.  
  

We would like to thank the PFA members who have devoted considerable time to make sure both events are very special and a 
success for all of our exiting year 6 students. Thank you also to the PFA for covering some of the costs for decorating the venues 
and providing food and drinks for staff and students. An extra special thank you to Ms Justine Coleman (SC President) for her 
excellent speech and very kind words to the ‘Graduating Year 6 students’ on behalf of School Council. Thank you also to the 
TRBPS parents/carers who attended the Graduation Ceremony on Monday December 9 and for their help in preparing their child for 
this special event. The children all looked fabulous and we were very proud of their inspiring speeches. Thank you to all of the 
TRBPS staff for supporting this event and joining us in congratulating and celebrating our 2019 Graduation Class in their final year 
of primary school. Thank you to all of the family and extended family members and friends who attended this event.  
 

PFA and Staff Luncheon 
On behalf of all staff at TRBPS Staff we would like to sincerely thank the PFA for the amazing lunch that was provided last Friday. 
Thank you to all those parents who contributed a dessert - they were all absolutely delicious! A special thank you to the parents who 
helped with the set up and raffle - Briony, Yuz, Tarni, Michelle and Alexis. Thank you also to the PFA President Liz Dimopoulos 
for all her hard work and organization too. It was great to sit and talk with the many community members who also joined us for 
lunch! 
 

Assembly Friday and Farewell - to families leaving TRBPS at the end of 2019  
I would like to remind everyone in the school community that the school year concludes on Friday December 20 at 1.30pm.  Please 
make arrangements child/children to be picked up at this time or ensure they are booked into OSHC with Camp Australia.  
 
We will be holding a final assembly next Friday at 1.10pm. We hope to see many of our  community members as we farewell 
the year and say goodbye to some of our students, staff and families who are exiting this year. We look forward to a couple of 
performances from the year 6 students, then we will join together to say a final farewell to the Year 6 Graduating Class of 2019, plus 
many of their parents/carers who will be leaving the school as their children graduate from TRBPS. We wish the exiting Year 6 
students and their families, all the very best for a successful and exciting future. We also wish the Year 6 students a wonderful start 
at Secondary College in 2020, as they continue their educational journey. 
  

Thank you to all of our departing families for your significant contribution to our school over the years. It is with sadness that we 
say goodbye but we know that a new exciting phase in your child’s school life is just beginning! We would like to thank the many 
year 6 parents who are leaving this year who have given their precious time to the school over many years at TRBPS. 
 

Other Families Leaving TRBPS 
At the last assembly next Friday, we will also farewell other families who are moving house or heading interstate to start at new 
schools. We would like to wish them all the very best for a successful future and a great start at their new schools in 2020. 
 
  



Staffing News 
TRBPS is fortunate to have a multi-skilled teaching and extra support staff who are generous with their time, which they devote to 
planning, preparation, teaching and support of all of our students. There is a strong commitment to continued professional learning 
and best practice, which enhances student learning outcomes. I am most grateful to all staff for their dedication, generosity of spirit 
and preparedness to do the very best for the children by providing learning programs that inspire the children to strive for excellence. 
I personally thank the members of the leadership team, classroom teachers, specialists and the non-teaching education support staff 
that work very hard all year to ensure everything runs very effectively at TRBPS for the benefit of the entire school community. 
 

We welcome back from extended leave Mrs Anne-Marie O’Hagan who is teaching in the Prep Team for 2020.  
 

Sadly, we will be saying goodbye to three teachers who have been in 12 month contract positions for 2019. We congratulate them all 
on their new positions and wish them the best of luck as they broaden their horizons and continue their graduate learning journey in 
2020: Ms Elly Wood who will be going to Ormond PS, Christine Turnock and Isobel Turner who are both heading to Burwood East 
PS. 
 

Congratulations to Kerrie Gentner on obtaining a 12 month position at Keysborough Gardens PS  where she hopes to broaden her 
horizons at a brand new school in 2020, this will be a very exciting time for Kerrie after working at TRBPS for the last 11 years. We 
wish Kerrie all the very best as she starts at KGPS. On behalf of the school community, we thank you all departing staff for their hard 
work and commitment to the education of students at TRBPS. You have been great additions to our school and you will be sadly 
missed. Thank you also to Ms Alicia James (ESS – Integration Aide for 2019.) Alicia will be continuing her studies in Primary 
Teaching for 2020. I know she has learnt a lot from the staff and has been very helpful to both staff, parents and students at TRBPS 
this year.  

We wish them all the very best as they move forward in their careers. Thank you again for 
your dedication to TRBPS over the last year(s). 
 

School Council Elections will be held early next year so watch Compass and the Newsletter in 2020 
We have concluded School Council meetings for the 2019 school year and I would like to take this opportunity to thank all of the 
council members and the sub-committee members (volunteers) on behalf of the entire school community. They have worked 
tirelessly and we have highly valued their great support, insight and contribution into the school this year, particularly in a year of 
review.  
 

Thank you to the following SC members: 
Justine Coleman (President 2019) 
Bronwyn Warren (Vice President 2019)  
Darius Culvenor (BaGs convenor)  
Karen Griffiths (Finance Convenor/SC Treasurer) 
Camilla Brockett (SC member) 
Deborah Wilson (SC member) 
Casey Lindsay (SC member) – moving interstate for 2020 
Liz Dimopoulos (PFA co-opted SC member) 
Emma Baldwin (AP SC Staff member) 
Debbie Walters (LT SC Staff member) 
Davina Gebert (SC minute taker) 
 

Holiday Security 
Parents are encouraged to keep a close eye on the school grounds and buildings during the holiday period. Report any suspicious 
behavior to the police or Departmental security. 
· Caulfield Police 9534 9500 
· Department of Education (Emergency Management) 9589 6266 
It is most important for the school community to be proactive in this regard. 
 

Canteen – Final Day 
Tuesday 19th December 
The final day of canteen operation will be Tuesday 17th December. The canteen WILL NOT OPERATE on Thursday 19th 
December.  This day will be used for a stock take and cleaning. 
The canteen will re-open for 2020 on Thursday 30th January  
Thankyou 
Marilyn Green 
 

The Uniform Shop 
The Uniform Shop will be open Tuesday 28th January before school commences for 2020 from 10.00-12.00pm. 
After that orders will be picked and packed once a week and sent home via the classroom. 
A huge thank you to our “Volunteers” Briony Loimaranta, Yuz Rozenblum, for  their  effor ts dur ing the year . 
 
 
 
Have a very happy and safe Christmas and New Year period with all of your family and friends. We look forward 

to seeing you all when school resumes on January 29 2020. 
 
Robyn Farnell (Principal) 
Emma Baldwn (Assistant Principal) 



Term Dates 2020 
 

Term 1 
 

28th January (Teachers start) 
29th January (Years1-6 Start) 

31st January (Preps Start) 
To  

27th March  
 
 

Term 2 
 

14th April  
To  

26th June 
 

Term 3 
 

13th July 
To 

18th September 
 

Term 4 
 

5th October 
To 

18th December 

Students nominated for the TRBPS Values Award for 2nd December 2019 
 
Daniel Zak Maya Parker 
Grace McKay Milla Bishop 
Yagel Shapiro Ethan Sawers 
Taylor Ch’ng Mitchell Loimaranta 
Hasan Haidar Toby Litwinow 
Eamonn Lavelle Xavier Grigo 
Jamie Kearney Anastasija Pantelic 
Tiahna Lau Zach Trowbridge 
Bodhi Neri Stirling Gaddie 
Brandon Elton 
Mia Raworth-Sevinc 
 

Students nominated for the TRBPS Values Award for 9th December 
2019 
 

Sam Newton Amelia Dearling 
All of Class 1FM Ellery Slavin  
All of Class PG London Dennison 
Mason Marianne All of Class 2OC 
Josh Levin Jett Breer-Tuck 
Matthew B Layla Deveraux 
Jack Wein Ava M 
Scarlett Moss Charlie Wall 
Jackson Morrissey Charlie Arvanitakis 
Mia Raworth-Sevinc 

Congratulations to the 48 students who completed the Premiers’ Reading Challenge in 2019. 
Certificates will be delivered this week. 
Also a huge CONGRATULATIONS to our newest Reading Challenge Champions: 
From left to right 
Shion K, Marcus V, Leila Z, Oscar H, Darcy H, Imogen T, Auralia M, Weisen P 
We farewell our year 6 Reading Champions who have been fantastic reading ambassadors over the years. 
Wishing Trinity T, Nicole C and Imogen M all the best. 
Happy reading! 
Robyn Donoghue 
(Library) 


















