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Term 4 Week 10– December 13 
 

Class Structure for 2019 
Student Numbers, Staffing and Class Structure for 2019 
We will have approximately 620 students and there will be 26 classes in total 
across the school.  
The class structure model is as follows: 
Year Prep/Foundation: 4 classes 
Year 1: 4 classes  
Year 2: 4 classes + 1x Year 1/2 class 
Year 3: 3 classes + 1 x Year 3/4 class  
Year 4: 3 classes 
Year 5/6: 6 classes   
  

The staff collectively agreed through consultative processes, about the class 
structure for 2019 and this model will include 6 classes of 5/6. This decision 
was explained at an information evening held Wednesday last week hosted by 
Rachel Kushnir (5/6 Team Leader) and the 5/6 Team. This decision was well 
supported by the current years 5/6 and 3/4 teaching staff who know all of the 
children best and have discussed this extensively.  The meeting was well 
attended and supported by many parents/carers. Rachel informed the 
community regarding the general expectations across the year level and how 
the 5/6 unit will function in 2019 as well as research evidence around 
composite classes. The reasons for the decision to have 5/6 composite classes 
was not made lightly and staff were diligent in considering all of the social, 
emotional and educational needs of the current year 4 and 5 children. The 
reasons presented and explained by staff for this decision were extremely 
valid. Rachel and the team answered any concerns raised by parents/carers. 
Thank you to everyone who attended and supported our professional decision. 
Thank you to the teachers who presented and discussed the decision that 
evening, I know your time is precious during this reporting and busy school 
period.  
  

Information evenings to explain more about the curriculum, homework, 
wellbeing practices, camps and special events for each of the year levels will 
be hosted early 2019. 
 

Class Allocations and December Reports 
Teachers have been very busy finalising the allocation of children to classes 
and completing a handover of information about each child in a discussion 
with next year’s teacher.  Thank you to all of the parent/carers from who I 
have received requests. We have endeavoured to attend to requests in 
accordance with the criteria mentioned in previous newsletters. Please 
understand that it is not possible to take any new requests as we finalised 
classes at the end of last week in readiness for next Tuesday’s ‘Meet and 
Greet’ your teacher for 2019. The children are excited about the next step in 
their schooling and this was very evident during our whole school transition 
‘Step Up’ times on Tuesday afternoon of this week. The children spoke 
positively about their visits to the next year level and they had a great chat 
with the teachers and enjoyed the experience. Teachers are presently 
finalising reports ready to go out on Compass next Wednesday at around 
4.00pm. Please make sure that you are connected to Compass to receive this 
report.  

DATES TO DIARY 2018 
 
TERM 4 
 
Tuesday 18th December 
 Year 6 Dinner Disco 
 
Friday 21st December 
 Last Day of Year 2018 

 Early Dismissal 1.30pm
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FINAL DAY  FOR 2018 
 

FRIDAY 
21ST DECEMBER 

 
1.10pm Assembly 

 
1.30 PM DIMISSAL 

Term Dates 2019 
 

Term 1 
 

31st January  
First Day School Year1-6 

 
4th February 

First Day School Preps 
 

To 
5th April 

 
Term 2 

 
23rd April  

To  
28th June 

 
Term 3 

 
15th July 

To 
20th September 

 
Term 4 

 
7th October 

To 
20th December 



  The Year 6 Graduation Ceremony and Special Dinner and Disco Evenings 
Congratulations to the Class of 2018! 
The Year 6 Graduation was a wonderful night as we celebrated the achievements of our current year 6 students. The 
evening was also the first time we have held a graduation ceremony in our new gymnasium. The speeches from both 
teachers and students were heartfelt and emotive as we heard recollections of favourite memories and highlights at 
Tucker Road Bentleigh Primary School. We commend the students for their confidence in delivering their graduation 
speech to such a large audience. It was wonderful to see how far they have come over their primary school journey! The 
maturity all students exhibited on the night showed just how ready they are for the next stage of their learning at 
Secondary College. We were also fortunate to have the local member for Bentleigh, Mr Nick Staikos, attend the 
graduation where he spoke to the year 6 students about leaving primary school and assisted with presenting students 
with their photo memory USBs.  
 

The year six teaching team put a great deal of time and preparation into the evening and many people worked tirelessly 
behind the scenes to ensure this event ran smoothly. Thank you to the parent team of volunteers for their efforts in 
setting up and packing up the gymnasium and in particular, Bronwyn Warren (Vice SC President) who managed these 
arrangements. A huge thank you to the Year 5/6 Teachers: Rachel Kushnir, Catherine Fear, Matthew Serres, Denise Van 
Cuylenburg, Isobel Turner, Tam Faiman & Cyndi Whiltshire for all their hard work and effort in preparing all of the 
students, and their presentations on the night. The students now have their Year 6 Fun Day and Dinner and Disco to look 
forward to next week.  
  

We would like to thank the PFA President Mrs Alexis Martin and her wonderful and generous committee members, 
who have devoted considerable time to make sure both events were special and a success for all of our exiting Years 6 
students. Thank you also to the PFA for covering some of the costs for decorating the venues and providing food and 
drinks for staff and students. Thank you to all of the Year 5/6 teachers who prepared the graduating children extremely 
well and ensured that the students have fond memories to take with them as they move forward to Secondary College. 
An extra special thank you to Mrs Genevieve Lazzari (SC President) for her wonderful speech and kind words to the 
graduating Year 6 students on behalf of School Council, and for presenting each student with their Graduation 
Certificates and the PFA gift. Finally, thank you to the TRBPS parents/carers who attended the Graduation Ceremony 
and helped to prepare their child for this special event. The children all looked fabulous and we were all very proud of 
their inspiring speeches. Thank you to all of the staff for their time and great effort to support both events and joining us 
in congratulating and celebrating our 2018 graduating year 6 student’s final year of primary school. 
  

Thank you to all of the family members, friends who attended the evening to join us and celebrate this special occasion 
with the 2018 Year 6 Students and Staff.  
  
Assembly Friday and Farewell - to families leaving TRBPS at the end of 2018  
I would like to remind everyone in the school community that the school year concludes on Friday December 21 at 
1.30pm.  Please make ar rangements for  your  child/children to be picked up at this time or  make sure they are 
booked into OSHC with Camp Australia.  
 

We will be holding a final assembly next Friday at 1.10pm. We hope to see many of our  community members as 
we farewell the year and say goodbye to some of our students, staff and families who are exiting this year. We look 
forward to a couple of performances and then we will join together to say a final farewell to the Year 6 graduating class 
of 2018, plus many of their parents who will be leaving as their children graduate from TRBPS. We wish the exiting 
year 6 students and their families all of the best for a successful and exciting future. We wish the year 6 students a 
wonderful start at Secondary College as their next stage of their schooling.  
 

Thank you to all of our departing families for your significant contributions over the last seven years. It is with sadness 
that we say goodbye but we know that a new exciting phase in your child’s school life is just beginning! We would like 
to thank many year 6 parents who are leaving this year who have given there precious time to the school over their time 
at TRBPS, as School Councillors and various sub-committee members. In particular, I would like to recognise the 
support of the Knight family especially Stacey who has been a member of the BaGs team for the last 7 years. His work 
around the school has been of a great benefit to the entire school community in maintenance of buildings and 
playgrounds and at working bees to improve the visual appearance of the school grounds for everyone to enjoy. We also 
farewell Mrs Genevieve Lazzari our current School Council president and I thank her for her support and valuable 
contributions to the education of our children. As SC President, you have provided input into the review process of the 
last School Strategic Plan and the establishment of our School Strategic Plan for the next 4 years. I thank you personally 
Genevieve, for all of your support and valuable advice over my first 4 years at TRBPS in your roles as both SC 
president and vice president, during this time. You have been always been a great advocate during this time for the 
entire school community we were very lucky to have you as a considered listener and advocate for the school.  We will 
miss you and the boys (Owen and Liam). 
 

Other Families Leaving TRBPS 
At the last assembly next Friday, we will farewell many of our year six families who have their last child leaving 
primary school this year as well as other families who are moving house or heading interstate. We would like to wish 
them all the very best for a successful future and a great start at their new schools. 
 
 
  



Transition Program at TRBPS  
The students have enjoyed a taste of 2019 during Step Up on Tuesday afternoon, as part of the school transition 
program, and next Tuesday (December 18) the students will a chance to ‘Meet and Greet’ the teacher for next year. The 
children will spend time hearing all about the next year level expectations and asking questions about how things work. 
Our departing Year 6 students attended their local Secondary College this Tuesday as part of the Victorian State 
School’s Year 6-7 Orientation program. The children are all very excited as the end of the year fast approaches.  We 
have all of our teachers in place for 2019.  
  
Staffing News 
TRBPS is fortunate to have a multi-skilled teaching and extra support staff who are generous with their time, which 
they devote to planning, preparation, teaching and support of all of our students. There is a strong commitment to 
continued professional learning and best practice, which enhances student learning outcomes. I am most grateful to all 
staff for their dedication, generosity of spirit and preparedness to do the very best for the children by providing learning 
programs that inspire the children to strive for excellence. I personally thank the members of the leadership team, 
classroom teachers, specialists and the non-teaching education support staff that all work very hard all year to ensure 
everything runs very effectively at TRBPS for all of the entire school community. 
 

We will be sadly saying goodbye to some contract staff who have been acting in positions where staff have been on 
leave during 2018. We welcome back Pip Cafiso and Miia Karvinen for 2019. Some other staff will be returning in a 
fulltime capacity for 2019.  
 

We say goodbye to Mrs Simran Paul, who will resume parental leave next year. Good luck Sim, with the birth of your 
second child. 
 

We sadly say goodbye to some other graduate staff members. We congratulate them all on their new positions and wish 
them luck as they broaden their horizons and continue their graduate learning journey in 2019: Erin Donohoe will be 
teaching at Valkstone PS, Andrew Brown will be teaching at Malvern Valley PS, Angus Dickason will be teaching at 
Windsor PS and Laura Cecil will be teaching at Ormond PS. We wish Hannah Madden a fond farewell as she travels 
the UK and Europe during 2019. On behalf of the school community, we thank you for all of your hard work and 
commitment to education at TRBPS. You have been great additions to our school and you will be missed. 
   
Teaching Staff for 2019 
Class Teachers: 
Prep (Foundation) Team: Mrs Lucy Mc Nair  (Professional Learning Team Leader  P-2), Ms Joanne Hunt (Level 
Team Leader), Ms Miia Karvinen and Ms Kerrie Gentner 
Year 1 Team: Mr Brett Dempster  (Level Team Leader ), Ms Elly Wood, Ms Amy Harr is and Ms Sarah Maydom 
& Mrs Tam Faiman (Job sharing)  
Year 1/2: Mrs Lisa Atto (Professional Learning Team Leader  P-2) 
Year 2 Team:  Mrs Pattie Csendes (Level Team Leader ) Ms June Gaffney, Ms Diane Nevitt, Mrs Deanne 
O’Brien &Mrs Pip Cafiso (Job sharing) 
Years 3 Team: Mrs Ellise Mehl (Level Team Leader), Mr James Borghero and Ms Christine Turnock  
Years 3/4: Mrs Karen Baxter   
Year 4 Team: Ms Debbie Walter s (Leading Teacher ), Ms Karen Burgess (Learning Specialist - Mathematics) and 
Mr Michael Conway 
Years 5/6 Team: Mrs Rachel Kushnir  (Professional Learning Team Leader  3-6), Mrs Catherine Fear, Mr Matt 
Serres, Mrs Cyndi Wiltshire (Learning Specialist - Literacy), Mrs Denise van Cuylenburg and Ms Isobel Turner. 
  

Specialist Teaching Staff: 
Mrs Yvette Barton and Mrs Estelle Schwab (ART), Mr Jeremey Taylor (PE), Mr Wilson Young  (Music/ Performing Arts) 
and Ms Alana Oro (Italian LOTE) and Mrs Marie Chalas (Student Wellbeing Leader). 
  
 

Extra Support Staff:  
Mr Phil Cole (Business Manager), Mrs Davina Gebert (Office Manager) and Mrs Julie Strahan (Office Admin) and ESS 
- Integration Aides: Mrs Helen Boyes, Mrs Meena Blanshard, Ms Cheryl Meagher, Yvonne Mooyman and Mrs Lisa 
Plionis 
Ms Robyn Donoghue (ESS - Library and local ICT technician). 
DET TSSP/IT Technician: Mr Ryan Thompson 
  
Principal Class: 
Mrs Robyn Farnell (Principal) 
Ms Emma Baldwin (Assistant Principal) 
  
School Council Elections will be held early next year so watch Compass and the Newsletter 
We have concluded School Council meetings for the 2018 school year and I would like to take this opportunity to thank 
all of the council members and the sub-committee members (volunteers) on behalf of the entire school community. 
They have worked tirelessly and we have highly valued their insight and contribution into the school this year, 
particularly in a year of review.  
  



Thank you to the following SC members for their commitment to TRBPS 
A special thank you is extended to Mrs Genevieve Lazzari as TRBPS School Council President as she leaves TRBPS, 
Gens opinions and advice are always appreciated. We will be electing a new School Council President as part of our 
election process early next year. It would be great to see some new families involved in our school, both on School 
Council and/or SC sub-committees. Please feel free to come and have a chat to either Emma or myself or you catch up 
with our SC Vice President, Mrs Bronwyn Warren about how you can contribute to our school either by joining Council 
or volunteering to the Sub Committees, including the PFA. 
  

Thank you to the following School Councillors and sub-committee members for all of their hard work and genuine 
commitment to the school this year:  
BaGs: Mr  Dar ius Culvenor  (convenor) and team members: Keith Thexton, Stacey Knight, Cameron Hall, Keith 
Muller and Tim Ellis and their families as well as volunteers who have worked tirelessly as part of BaGs and Working 
Bees.   
Education Committee: Ms Debbie Walters (convenor ), Mrs Justine Coleman (SC), Ms Camilla Brocket (SC), 
Mrs Rachel Senior, Mrs Deaane O’Brien (staff), Ms Anna Kovac and Mr Sunil Thakur for their work with developing 
and reviewing school policy and procedures and supporting the educational workshops held throughout 2018 
Finance Committee:  Mr  Genevieve Lazzar i (SC President), Mrs Karen Griffiths (SC Treasurer ), Mr  Phil Cole 
(BM), Ms Emma Baldwin (AP) and Mr Dominic Savage 
PFA: Mrs Alexis Martin (President and co-opted SC member), Liz Dimopoulos (Vice President) and all of the 
volunteers on the PFA 
SC Vice-President: Mr  Bronwyn Warren 
SC staff elected member: Mrs Ker r ie Gentner  
 
Thank you to Mrs Davina Gebert (and Mrs Julie Strahan in her absence) for recording the minutes for each School 
Council Meeting. You both do an absolutely wonderful job! 
 
I would like to acknowledge all of the hard work of the entire PFA this year and in particular, Mrs Alexis Martin 
(President), and Mrs Liz Dimopoulos (Vice President). Thank you to the PFA for all of the truly amazing work you have 
completed across the 2018 school year. We are so lucky to have such a committed team of interested parents/carers. You 
all work tirelessly with fundraising and assisting at various school and community events throughout the year – You are 
all champions! 
  

Have a very happy and safe Christmas and New Year period with all of your family and friends. We look 
forward to seeing you all when school resumes on January 31 2019. 

 

 
From Robyn and Emma 

December School Council President Report 
 

Hello families, here we are at the end of the year already! At our final School Council meeting this year we had a lot to 
discuss. School Leader, Johnny Valavanis presented a request from the SRC around introducing leggings as part of the 
uniform. Johnny also let us know that the new compost bins in the classrooms are working well. It’s so great to see the 
students taking this initiative and having a voice to express their ideas to improve the school. 
The School Council also voted to discontinue the Commonwealth Bank school banking program. We discussed the 
recent findings in the banking royal commission as well as the resourcing and volunteer requirements for the program 
vs the benefits to families and students. We agreed that it is very important to develop financial literacy in our students 
but felt that there are now many other ways to do this that are more effective and more convenient for families. At home 
I use an app called Rooster Money which has some great features but there are also many other options available to 
families. Of course you can also still continue to make deposits directly with the bank if that is your preference. 
Another key issue that the school has been facing more and more is the lack of volunteers for various activities. I 
understand that we all have busy homes but it is disappointing to see major community events cancelled because we 
cannot find parents willing to contribute a few hours to support them. Volunteering for the school not only improves the 
experience for all children but also helps to build your child’s sense of belonging to part of a larger community. As a 
new years resolution, I would ask that every family commits to volunteering at least 2 hours to the school in 2019. 
There are many opportunities via the PFA events and initiatives, workings bees, canteen and classroom helping. We all 
know that many hands make light work so please don’t wait to be tapped on the shoulder, take the initiative so we can 
have many families doing a small amount of work rather than a few doing huge amounts! 
As always, thank you so much to all of the teachers and staff that go above and beyond to make Tucker Road the warm, 
friendly and happy school that it is.  
I hope that everyone has a happy and safe holidays and look forward to another fantastic year in 2019! 
 
Thank you, 
Gen 



Canteen News  
 

CANTEEN NEWS 
 
 *If anyone can help out  in the 
canteen particularly 
Thursday’s can you please 
contact 
Marilyn Canteen Manager.* 
 

Canteen Roster 
TERM 4 
Tuesday 18th December 
Cindy Nguyen 

VALUE AWARDS 
Students nominated for the TRBPS Values 
Award for  the  3rd December 2018 

 
Celidih Hall Indiana Insch 
Maya Parker Elka Jonasson 
Micah Presser Ethan Goh 
Flynn Jones Zoe Bartlett 
Nathan Brunt Kyra Cheong 
Louie Littlechild Harley Peterson 
Kate Hulme Liam Lazzari 
Grace Morrisssey James Savage 
Dylan Konstantinou Tian He 
Chevy Hoogwerf Oscar H 
Sam Kennedy 

VALUE AWARDS 
Students nominated for the TRBPS Values 
Award for  the  10th December 2018 
 

Ari Threadgold All of Prep H 
Harvey Cohen Eva Kentera 
Peggy Bukshteyn Ben Morgan 
Dylan Enticott Aiden Shen 
Brody Liebenberg Ethan Cohen 
Jett Breer-Tuck Imogen Taylor 
Nikita Granitsa Lincoln Johnston 
Harel Saig Maddie Thomas 
Aaron Graham Aurelia Martin 
Charli Arvanitakis Bailey Coote 
George Dimopoulos Oscar Harrison 

Last School Day for Students 2018 
Friday 21st December is the final day of school for  students. Students will be dismissed at 1:30 pm following an 
assembly at 1:10 pm.  Please  make sure your children are picked up on time at 1.30pm. 
 

First Day 2019 For Students 
All students from Year 1 to Year 6 commence on Thursday 31st January. The 2019 school year will commence with a whole 
school assembly. Prep’s for 2019 will commence Monday 4th  February 2019. 
 

Holiday Security 
Parents are encouraged to keep a close eye on the school grounds and buildings during the holiday period. Report any suspicious 
behavior to the police or Departmental security. 
· Caulfield Police 9534 9500 
· Department of Education (Emergency Management) 9589 6266 
It is most important for the school community to be proactive in this regard. 
 

Canteen – Final Day 
Thursday 18th December 
The final day of canteen operation will be Tuesday 18th December. The canteen WILL NOT OPERATE on Thursday 20th 
December.  This day will be used for a stock take and cleaning. 
The canteen will re-open for 2019 on Thursday 31st January. 
Thankyou to Marilyn Green and all the parent volunteers who have helped throughout the year, it is very much appreciated. 
 

 Important School Banking Notice  
As of Tuesday 18th December we will no longer be offering the Commonwealth Bank School Banking program at our school.   
We would like to acknowledge and thank the parent volunteers Shaheeda Anatopoulos, Nicole Knight, Richard Wein, Maria Garufi, 
Jenny Bennett & Alzira Redfern for  their  continued suppor t with this program. 
Children can continue their regular savings at any Commonwealth Bank branch or online. 
 

Uniform Shop 
The last day for the Uniform Shop was  Tuesday 11th December  for 2018. We will be opening Wednesday 30th  January 2019 from 
10.00 till 12.00pm before the school year commences.  The Uniform Shop will then open Tuesday 5th February. 
If you have any second hand uniforms to donate it would be greatly appreciated if they could be dropped off  at the general office. 
A huge thank you to our “Volunteers” Briony Loimaranta, Yuz Rozenblum, Catherine Hall for  their  effor ts in ensur ing 
uniform is available ALL YEAR ROUND. 
 

Tucker Road Bentleigh Primary School Raffle 
1st Prize - Bea Barthelson - Lily 2E 
2nd Prize - Ari Threadgold - PG 
3rd Prize - Mia Began - PM 
4th Prize - Flynn Jones - 1H 
5th Prize - Maria Veginis - Zack 4N 
6th Prize - Owen Barton - 1A 
7th Prize - Helen Bartlet - Zoe 1A 
Congratulations to our winners! 
Thank you to the families that supported the 2018 Raffle.  
 

Hotham Electorate Christmas Card Competition 
  
It is with much excitement that we wish to announce that one of our students has won the Clare O'Neil MP annual 
Hotham Christmas Card Competition. 
  
Victoria Wan from 5/6Ks entry was chosen from many entries and will be the festive design that will be featured on the 
2018 Christmas card that will be sent to 70,000 households in the Hotham area. Victoria will also receive a gift card 
from the Hotham Electorate. 
  
We congratulate Victoria on her fabulous win and look forward to seeing her festive design in print. Victoria's design is 
on display outside the Art Room so please feel free to come past and see her design. 
  
Yvette Barton (Visual Art Teacher) 









 

Last week some of the Preps had a great time in the Vegetable garden. As we were making Spring rolls in 
cooking, they helped by pulling up all the carrots, some parsley and celery leaves. To their surprise not all 
carrots were long and perfectly formed. We had a giggle at one that actually looked like an Octopus with its 
tentacles and others that were perfectly formed.  
2018 has been a very full year and I know they have loved their time in the kitchen. Have a safe and happy 
Holiday season. See you in 2019. 
Kind Regards 
Kim 
   

 
 
Dear Parents,  
 
Recently, I took on the role of after-school ArtSmart teacher at Tucker Rd PS, providing lessons to both junior (Prep-Grade 2 from 3.40-5.00pm) 
and senior classes (Grade 3-6 from 5.10-6.30pm), every Wednesday afternoon.  
 
Art is my passion.  Providing opportunities for children to express creativity and to teach concepts of art and art history, in fun and meaningful 
ways, is what I enjoy most.   
In every lesson, I introduce students to a well-known artist and explore their particular technique hands-on.  So far, students have had fun making 
strange clay animals, mixing features from the 5 animal groups and exploring different textures with clay, inspired by the works of Patricia Pic-
cinini. We've also created blind contour drawings, (learning to draw what you see rather than what you think you see), just as Picasso did in his 
famous line drawings. We also explored drip painting, whilst dancing in the playground, making wonderful sheets of splattered paint...our very 
own Jackson Pollack inspired wrapping paper! 
 
Next year's program will be just as fun....We will discover OpArt of the 60's, creating art that tricks with our senses.  We will paint in dots, an art 
method introduced in the 1800's. We'll  explore collage and create useful paper mache objects, as well as paint our own Van Gogh inspired self 
portrait! ...these are just some of the many activities in store.  
 
For enrolment details please call  ArtSmart on  0478 430 874 or visit www.artsmartforkids.com  
Students are most welcome to trial their first lesson for free!   
 
Hope to see you at ArtSmart in 2019 
 
A little bit about my-self..... 
I am an artist, member of the Bass Coast Artists Society and a co-ordinator of community based and multicultural art events. I am also a qualified 
children's health professional with a Bachelor of Arts and Diploma of Applied Science and currently work with children in the education disabil-
ity support sector 
 
Vasy Petros 

tel:61478430874
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