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DATES TO DIARY 2017 
 
Tuesday 12th December 
 Year 7 Orientation Day 
Wednesday 13th December 
 Year 6 Graduation Evening 
 Bentleigh Secondary  
 7.00-9.00pm 
Thursday 14th December 
 Awards Morning 
Monday 18th December 
 Year 6 Graduation Dinner 
Tuesday 19th December 
 School Council 6.30pm 
Friday 22nd December 
 Last day of 2017  
 1.30 dismissal 
 

 

Welcome to Term 4  Week 9 
Class Structure for 2018 
Student Numbers, Staffing and Class Structure for 2018  
We will have approximately 637 students and there will be 27 classes in total across 
the school.  
The class structure model is as follows: 
Year Prep/Foundation: 5 classes 
Year 1: 5 classes  
Year 2: 4 classes 
Year 3: 3 classes + 1 x Year 3/4 class  
Year 4: 3 classes 
Year 5 and 6: 6 x Year 5/6 classes   
 

The staff have collectively agreed through consultative processes, about the class 
structure for 2018 and this model will include 6 classes of 5/6. This decision was 
explained at an information evening held last night which was hosted by Rachel 
Kushnir (5/6 Team Leader) and supported by current years 5/6 and 3/4 staff.  The 
meeting was well attended and supported by many parents/carers. Rachel informed 
the community regarding the general expectations across the year level and how the 
5/6 unit will function in 2018 as well as research around composite classes. The 
reasons for the decision to have 5/6 composite classes was not made lightly and staff 
were diligent in considering all of the social, emotional and educational needs of the 
current year 4 and 5 children. The reasons presented and explained by staff for this 
decision were extremely valid. Rachel and the team answered any concerns raised by 
parents/carers. Thank you to everyone who attended and supported our professional 
decision. 
 

Information evenings to explain more about the curriculum, homework, wellbeing 
practices, camps and special events for each of the year level will be hosted early 
2018. 
 

Class Allocations and Reports 
Teachers have been very busy finalising the allocation of children to classes. Thank 
you to all of the parent/carers from who I have received requests. We have 
endeavoured to attend to requests in accordance with the criteria mentioned in 
previous newsletters. Please understand that it is not possible to take any new 
requests as we intend to have the classes for 2018 finalised by the end of this week. 
Teachers are presently finalising reports ready to go out on Compass. More details 
are included in this newsletter. 
 

‘Step Up’ afternoon. 
On Tuesday the students went to visit the next year level classes and enjoyed some 
activities with the current 2017 year level teachers. The children spoke positively, 
had a great chat with the teachers and enjoyed the experience. They will all meet their 
2018 teacher on Thursday December 21.  
 
 
 
 

 

FINAL DAY  FOR 2017 
 

FRIDAY 
22ND DECEMBER 

 
1.10pm Assembly 

 
1.30PM DIMISSAL 

 
Term Dates - 2018 

 

Term1 
 

29thJanuary (teachers) 
31st January (students) 

To 
29th March 

 

Term2 
 

16th April 
To 

29 June 
 

Term3 
 

16th July 
To 

21st September 
 

Term4 
 

8th October  
To 

21st December 

 



Welcome to Country and Indigenous Education Workshops at TRBPS  
We were proud and delighted to host a visit from the Wurundjeri Elder and community members to Tucker Road Bentleigh PS on 
Monday of this week. It was very exciting when Wurundjeri Elder Colin Hunter started our festival with a Welcome (Wominjeka) to 
Country ceremony which was very engaging for the students to watch. All students, staff and guests received a gum leaf to carry 
around in their pockets for the day, knowing they were truly welcome on the land and will treat it with care and respect.  
 

We would really like thank Colin as well as his colleagues, Rebecca and Brooke (Wurundjeri women & field representatives) who 
presented workshops and stories for the children to enjoy and learn more about the traditional custodians of Melbourne and sur-
rounding lands. It was a pleasure to listen to Rebecca and Brooke teach us about their culture, history, language (Woiwurrung), sto-
ries, and how to survive on land without electricity, cars, iPads, computers and supermarkets. It was an amazing day and we hope to 
build respectful relationships that last well in to the future. 
 

Thank you Wurundjeri Tribe Land Council for helping to organise this event alongside Ms Robyn Donoghue. Thank you to the 
school community members who attended to support the Welcome to Country ceremony. It was a fabulous community event to start 
off our week! 
Thank you (Ngoon Godjin) 
 

Year 4 Camp  
The children and staff enjoyed Camp Maldon with beautiful and very hot spring weather. Thank you to all of the staff members who 
are attended: Kerrie Gentner (camp leader), Karen Burgess (team leader 3-4), Michael Conway, Peter Seddon, Denise van Cuylen-
burg and her daughter Rachel Stevens, Ellise Mehl, Brett Nathan and Meena Blanshard. The camp has provided memorable experi-
ences for the students who all coped very well with the rides and had loads of fun. I am sure that as parents/carers you have all heard 
some great stories of endurance and resilience. Well done to all of the year 4 students who were extremely well behaved and great 
representatives of TRBPS! 
 

Scienceworks 
The Year 1 and 2 classes are enjoying their final excursion for the year heading to Scienceworks. Year 2s are there today and went 
off very, very excited. It is a fabulous venue where the children enjoy so many amazing things which are science, technology, math-
ematical and engineering (STEM) based. Thank you to the staff who organised this as a final conclusion to their time in year 1 and 
2. The year 1 classes will attend next week! Thank you to all of the volunteer parents/carers who have assisted today or will be as-
sisting next week.  
 

Child Safe Standards – TRBPS Student Wellbeing and Engagement Policy 2017 
As mentioned in past newsletters, the Victorian Government is committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young peo-
ple. As part of the Victorian Government’s commitment to implementing the recommendations of the ‘Betrayal of Trust’ report, 
which found that more must be done to prevent and respond to child abuse in our community. There is a new regulatory landscape 
surrounding child safety, underpinned by the new PROTECT Child Safe Standards. As part of The Child Safe Standards introduced 
by the Government last year we have been focusing on Standard 7 ‘Strategies to Promote Child Empowerment and Participation’. 
We have provided a copy of the flyer in this newsletter. The Child Safe Standards have been incorporated in the development of our 
codes of conduct and protocols and procedures when dealing with children for all TRBPS community members and visitors. These 
standards also underpin our new ‘Student Engagement and Wellbeing Policy - 2017’ which was ratified this year by School Council, 
after staff and community consultation. You can locate this policy via Compass.  
 

The Year 6 Graduation Ceremony and Special Fun Evening are fast approaching. 
The more formal Graduation Ceremony will to take place this year at Bentleigh Secondary College on Wednesday December 
13 from 7.00 – till approximately 9.00pm. The students will receive their graduation certificates from Mrs Genevieve Lazzari 
(School Council President) and a gift from the PFA on the night. The students are currently working very hard on creating a 
speech about the highlights and great memories of their primary school years. Thank you in advance to all of the PFA mem-
bers who have been working very hard assisting with the Graduation Ceremony. The Fun Disco and Dinner evening will take 
place on Monday December 18 from 6.15pm – 8.30pm - Dinner (SOL) and Disco (in the hall). In particular I would like to 
thank the PFA President Mrs Alexis Martin, who has devoted considerable time to make sure these events are well planned, 
special and a success for all of our existing Years 6 students. Thank you to all of the Year 6 staff who have been very busy 
preparing the graduating children as they create even more fond memories to share as they transition to their next stage of 

schooling.   
Reminders:  
Next Week at Assembly - December 11 - the Year 5/6 classes will perform on the Ukuleles and Mr Nick Staikos will be here to pre-
sent the Reading Challenge Certificates and the Lorraine Francis award. 

 
We now have only 2 weeks of school left for the 2017 school year. I would like to remind everyone in the school community that 
school concludes on Friday December 22 at 1.30pm.  Please make arrangements for your child/children to be picked up at this time 
or make sure they are booked into OSHC with Camp Australia. We will be having a short final assembly on the last week on Friday 
at 1.15pm - NO Assembly on that Monday.  

 
Hope you are enjoying a great week!  
 
Kind regards, 
Robyn  
 
Mrs Robyn Farnell  

Principal - TRBPS  
 
 
 
 



School Council President Report 
At the November School Council meeting Robyn gave us an update on the school gym, teacher professional Learning and where we 
are currently sitting for student enrollment for 2018. The school Council felt that the parent information evenings we ran this year, 
Sue Fine and the Resilience Project, were well received and plan to run more for parents in 2018. 
 
It was fantastic to hear that we had our most successful Minifete to date for fundraising and appreciate the contribution of everyone 
involved. It was also fantastic to hear that a great group of parents have volunteered to run the uniform shop next year so families 
will continue to have access to cost effective uniforms on site. 
 
At the end of the session we spent some time looking at the parent, teacher and student survey results. In groups we analysed the 
data, established areas for improvement and suggested strategies to address them. The teachers will also add their input and this way 
we can ensure that we take the feedback on board and continue to improve the school for our teachers, students and families. 
 
Gen 

Last School Day for Students 2017 
Friday 22nd December is the final day of school for  students. Students will be dismissed at 1:30 pm following an 
assembly at 1:10 pm.  
 

First Day 2018 For Students 
All students from Year 1 to Year 6 commence on Wednesday 31st January. The 2018 school year will commence with a 
whole school assembly. Prep’s for 2018 will commence Friday 2nd February 2018. 
 

Canteen – Final Day 
Thursday 15th December 
The final day of canteen operation will be Thursday 15th December. The canteen WILL NOT OPERATE on Tuesday 20th 
December.  This day will be used for a stock take and cleaning. 
The canteen will re-open for 2017 on Thursday 2nd February. 
Thankyou 
Marilyn Green 
 

School Banking Thank You 
School Banking will finish for the year on Tuesday 12th December. A huge thank you to our parent helpers,  Jenny 
Bennett, Vanessa Turrisi, Maria Garufi,  Shaheeda Anastopoulos, Jessica Elton and Adele Raymer for  all there hard 
work throughout the year, it is very much appreciated. 
 

Uniform Shop 
The last day for the Uniform Shop will be  Monday 11th December  for 2017. We will be opening Monday 29th January 
2018 from 10.00 till 12.00pm before the school year commences. In 2018 the Uniform Shop will open Monday 5th 
February. 
If you have any second hand uniforms to donate it would be greatly appreciated if they could be dropped off  at the 
general office. 
A huge thank you to our “Volunteers” Lois Curry and Ruth Loiacono for  their  effor ts in ensur ing uniform is 
available ALL YEAR ROUND. 
 
Canteen – Final Day 
Tuesday 19th December 
The final day of canteen operation will be Tuesday 19th December. The canteen WILL NOT OPERATE on Thursday 21st 
December.  This day will be used for a stock take and cleaning. 
The canteen will re-open for 2018 on Thursday 1st February. 
Thankyou to Canteen Manager Marilyn Green for all her hard work. 
 
Library Last Day for Student Borrowing 
The last day for student Library borrowing was Friday 1st December 2017. 
All Library Books must be returned to the School by Friday 15th December. 
 
Holiday Watering of the Garden 
Hello to the Tucker Rd Community 
I am in need of help with the watering of the Vegetable Garden  
During January 2-17/2018 
Please call Kim on 0414812574 
 
The Patch is on Instagram  
Take a look at the amazing veggies your children have grown over the last 11 months 
Thank you Ms Nevitt and the class of 4N for the help with watering.  
Search for  
the_patch_at_trbps 
 

 

Hope you are having a great week! 
 

Kind regards, 
Robyn Farnell  

 



SOCIAL SERVICE LOCAL 
CHRISTMAS HAMPER 

 

In the past out Tucker Road community have responded 
magnificently to requests for donations of items for a Christmas 
Hamper to help the many needy people (children, adults, young 
people, elderly and families) living in our Moorabbin/East Bentleigh 
district. 
Donations of non-perishable food items will be gratefully received 
and can be forwarded to your child’s classroom until Friday 
8th December. Each classroom has a special collection box.  
Items collected can then be forwarded for display on a table near the 
general office.  Typically hampers include:- 
 

  Tinned ham and salmon 

  Christmas cake/pudding 

  Fruit mince pies 

  Shortbread or chocolate biscuits 

  Cordial and soft drinks 

  Chocolates and lollies 

  Tinned fruit 

  Tea and coffee 

Raffle Ticket Reminder 
 
ALL RAFFLE TICKET BOOKS—SOLD OR 
UNSOLD ALONG WITH MONEY COLLECTED 
MUST BE RETURNED BY MONDAY 11TH 
DECEMBER AS WE HAVE PEOPLE WANTING 
TO SELL MORE BOOKS. 
 
 
THE DRAW WILL BE FRIDAY  15TH 
DECEMBER. 
 
Many thanks for your efforts in selling the tickets and 
assisting in raising funds for Tucker Road. 



Girls Kanga Cricket Update - We are going to the MCG!!! 
 
If you have been following the progress of our girls cricket team, this week the won the Region Championships and will 
be playing the State Finals on November 30, ON THE MCG.  
Everyone is very excited, and we wish them all the very best of luck. 
 ...and the final chapter of our Girls Kanga Cricket journey 
We did not win, but we sure had a lot of fun. 
Many thanks also to all the parents who supported us at the MCG and all the games along the way. 



National Chess Championships. 
  
The Tucker Rd PS Chess Team qualified for the National titles by finishing 4th in the State titles held earlier this month. 
The Nationals were held at Melbourne University over 27 & 28 November, with each child playing 7 "long format" chess 
games. 
 

Out of the 27 school that attended this very prestigious event, we finished in a tie for 3rd place, only 1/2 a point (a 
draw) behind the top 2 schools on 20.5 points. That is a fantastic effort and all the boys who attended should be con-
gratulated on their dedication to the game. 
  
A special mention to the Cordover, Nirens, Thakur and Trowbridge families without whose help we could not have at-
tended this event!! Our team results (out of 7 games played) and individual placings are below. 
 

Tucker Road Primary Team A, 
Thank you for playing in the National Finals tournament. 
Your team came in 4th out of 27 teams in the Primary division. 

Individual player results 

Name Score Countback Placed 

Misha Khamatgaleev 5½ 32½ 7th 

Oliver Cordover 5½ 30½ 9th 

Nash Lim 5 31 14th 

Miles Trowbridge 4 25 47th 

Zach Trowbridge 3 27 77th 

Jack Loiacono 3 23½ 85th 

Ari Cordover 3 23 88th 

Angad Singh Thakur 3 18½ 98th 

Ashley Nirens 2 17 126th 





 
 

 
 

 

Tucker Road Bentleigh Primary School 
Qkr for the Canteen 

 

Back in Term 2 TRBPS launched the use of the QKR by MasterCard! Payment App as a way 
parents can make safe and secure payments to the school. 75% of families have registered to 
use the app and many have become accustomed to paying for Canteen, Uniform, Excursions/
Activities and School Contributions in this manner.  
 
You will notice that all our notices are offering Qkr as an option for payment as this reduces 
the amount of cash handling and helps to reduce risk in the office. 
 
As part of commitment to introduce efficiencies and reduce risk, we ask that as from 5th 
December all Canteen orders are submitted by using the Qkr App.  
 
This will mean that you can use the system to lodge orders from home without having to find 
the correct change and that Marilyn Green (Canteen Operator) and her volunteers can use the 
system to prepare your child’s lunch. 
 
Users of the Qkr App will no longer be required to send a paper bag for their lunch, the 
Canteen will supply these as part of the order. 
 
We understand that some will find it difficult to use the Qkr app and we will work to accom-
modate  
 
Casual cash purchases of items such as Icy-Poles, will still be permitted at recess and Lunch 
times. 
 
The instructions for installing Qkr are attached to this notice, I encourage you to Register the 
Qkr App and enjoy what it has to offer. 
 
If you are not sure about Qkr ask other parents what they think. 
 
Phil Cole 
Business Manager 





KARATE AT TUCKER ROAD  
BENTLEIGH PRIMARY 

Part time position 
 
St John’s Anglican Church Bentleigh 
Employment Opportunity - Playgroup Leader 
 
 

As part of a dynamic parish team the successful applicant will be 
responsible for the leading of playgroups at St John’s. 
For detailed job description, conditions of employment contract 
contact the Vicar, Revd Rachel McDougall, ph 03 9557 2226 or 
bentleighvicar@bigpond.com 
Expression of interest will be received by 5th January 2018 

mailto:bentleighvicar@bigpond.com





