School
Community
News

Number: 4

Newsletter Term 1 Week 8- March 21
Important Message from the Minister
“In light of the recent events in New Zealand the DET have sent out this site with tips
for parents, carers and educators on supporting children and young people and
helping them feel safe during this time, see: Supporting children and young people
with distressing events”

Last day of Term One - Friday 5th April
The final day for Term 1 will be Friday April 5. Please note that their will be no
assembly the children be dismissed at 2.30pm from their classrooms.
Assembly will be on Monday morning April 1.

House Field Events Take 2
The new date for the House Field Events will be Monday April 1 at Tucker Road
Bentleigh Primary 9.30-2.30pm.

District Swimming Sports
Congratulations to all students who competed in the District Swimming on
Wednesday March 13. Emma and I visited the Caulfield Pool and watched as they all
tried their hardest and made us feel very proud. Some of the children including relay
teams received ribbons. Please read Mr Jeremy Taylor’s report for more information
in this week’s newsletter. Well done to all our TRBPS students who represented
TRBPS and gave their best effort. Thank you to Mrs Cyndi Wiltshire and Mrs Rachel
Kushnir who supported Mr Taylor and the children at the sports. Thank you to all of
the parents who attended to watch their children but also support the team effort,
by looking after and encouraging other children from TRBPS - a great community
effort!

School Council News
We will meet as the new 2019 School Council on Tuesday March 26. The Annual
Report to School Community Meeting (which was previously called the AGM) will
take place on the rescheduled date of May 28 at 6.30pm. The March School Council
meeting will be focussed on electing the new School Council positions of President,
Vice President and Treasurer. This year on Council we have: Ms Justine Coleman
(mother of Felix C-G in year 4), Mr Darius Culvenor (father of Zach in year 5), Mrs
Karen Griffiths (mother of Charlie in year 3 and Lucy in year 5), Mrs Bronwyn Warren
(mother of William in year 5), Ms Camilla Brockett (mother of Willis in Year 6 and
Elliott Reidy in year 5).
Two new councillors are joining us for 2019 and I’d like to welcome both Deborah
Wilson (mother of Lachlan in year 1) and Casey Lindsay (mother of Mia in year 4 and
Reni in year 1).
Staff Councillors are Mrs Debbie Walters (Leading Teacher of 4W) and Ms Emma
Baldwin (Assistant Principal).
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DATES TO DIARY 2019
Term 1

Monday 25th March
School Prep Tour 2020
9.30-10.30am
Tuesday 26th March
School Council 6.30pm
Wednesday 27th March
2019 Prep Open Morning
Thursday 28th March
School Disco
Monday 1st April
House Field Events Take 2
9.00-2.30pm at TRBPS
Tuesday 2nd April
Literary Festival Y3-6
Wednesday 3rd April
School Photos New Date
Friday 5th April
Last day of Term One
Dismissal at 2.30pm from
Classrooms.
Term 2
Tuesday 23rd April
First Day for Term 2
Thursday 25th April
Anzac Day Holiday
Tuesday 30th April
School Tour Prep 2020
9.30-10.30am
Friday 10th May
Mothers Day Stall
Monday 12th May
NAPLAN begins
Tuesday 28th May
Annual Report to School
Community: 6.30pm
School Camp Dates for 2018
Year 6 Camp
Mon 29th April-Thur 2nd May
Camp Marysville
Year 5 Camp
Wed 9th Oct to Friday 11th Oct
Sovereign Hill
Year 4 Camp
Wed 20th Nov - Friday 22nd Nov
Maldon

School Council Sub-committees – a way to have a say in your school – It would be lovely to see some
new faces join our sub-committees for 2019!
Subcommittees are advisory bodies to the school council and assist council with work that needs to be done. They meet as
directed by the council and report, in writing, to the council, Subcommittees regularly report at school council meetings to provide
advice and make recommendations to the council. The council has the final responsibility for decisions. As subcommittees are
open to non-school council members so members of the school community have a chance to get involved in school planning and
council matters.
At TRBPS we have the following committees to become involved with even if you are not a present member of School Council for
2019. It has been great to see a couple of new parents sign up already this year and we do encourage more parents/carers to join
us even if you cannot attend every meeting:
Finance Sub-committee:
Do you have financial expertise and an interest in supporting the financial operation of your school and are available for one hour a
month? The Finance Sub Committee is looking for new members and your assistance would be greatly appreciated. The Finance
Committee is a great way to contribute to your school while learning how the finances of a school operate and some of the
challenges involved in running a school. The Committee meets monthly on a Monday morning from 8.00 - 8.45am. Financial
expertise is handy but is not a requirement. The next meeting for this committee is Monday March 18 at 8.00am.
The Finance & Administration Sub-Committee has the role of:

Supporting the Principal and Business Manager in the financial management of the school, to maximise benefits to current
and future students

Reviewing the monthly receipts, payments, bank statements, program budget reports and other
financial reports

Planning the budget for subsequent year – making recommendations to School Council

Providing input into the development of school strategic goals

Ensuring our resources are targeted at meeting the goals of the Strategic Plan

Ensuring funding and resources are allocated towards school maintenance and capital development projects

Review of Policy & Procedures as necessary

To advise School Council as appropriate.
The committee consists of The Principal, Assistant Principal, Business Manager, School Council members and interested parents.
New members are most welcome – financial expertise is handy but not a prerequisite.
If you are interested in joining the committee, please contact Mrs Robyn Farnell, Ms Karen Griffiths or Mr Phil Cole (BM).
Buildings and Grounds Sub-committee:
The Building and Grounds sub-committee is made up of members of the school community that come together periodically to:

Provide for the maintenance of existing buildings and grounds facilities

Organise working bees and other activities to maintain the school

Develop and consider various capital works plans and proposals

Provide advice to school council on external groups who may be using the school's facilities.
Whilst TRBPS has employed a part time Maintenance person, a significant portion of the grounds maintenance is carried out at
community working bees. These scheduled working bees are usually held on a few Sunday mornings during the year and together
with maintaining the school grounds they also provide wonderful opportunities for informal social gatherings for all those
involved.
It is the responsibility of the whole school community to ensure that the school is a safe and enjoyable place for our children. We
hope that you will support us in fulfilling this very important responsibility.
Parents and Friends Association:
The PFA is an active and friendly group of mums and dads who meet once per month to plan ways to support the school. We
provide financial assistance through fundraising, as well as supporting the school community via various services and social events.
Membership is $5.00 a year and entitles you to vote at PFA meetings and receive updates on school activities.
Our calendar of events includes a number of fundraisers, together with other school community activities, including:

Prep Mothers’ Morning Tea

Year 2 Grandparents’ Day Morning Tea

Parent/Staff Luncheons

Mother & Father Day Stalls

Trivia Night

School Uniform Shop

Educational Forums for parent/guardian support.
Joining the PFA is a great way to get involved, be informed about the school’s direction and events, and meet other parents.
Members are welcome to come to as many or as few meetings as their schedule allows, or to just help out when able or work as a
class rep via email. We enjoy a strong membership base which means we can be very flexible with volunteering. We invite you to
come along to a meeting to see what we are all about! Babies/ Toddlers/Pre-schoolers are welcome. The kettle is always on!
Mrs Liz Dimopoulos (mother of George year 5 and Samuel year 3) was elected the new President of the PFA at their AGM last
week. Liz will be happy to speak with you about what is involved if you would like to know more about joining the PFA.

Working Bee Sunday March 17
It was a fabulous attendance at our Autumn Working Bee. Thank you to everyone who gave up some of their precious time to
attend the School Working Bee to ensure that our school grounds look really clean and tidy. Families completed lots of sweeping,
vacuuming, levelling soft-fall in the playgrounds plus some weeding. The soccer goals were fixed in place and the old goals
removed. The old sports cupboard in Rainbow House has been demolished and new bag hooks installed. The loose section of fence
in Rainbow House (near the old sand pit) has been made safe until the new fence is installed. Playground edging in the prep area
has been repaired as a temporary measure. We removed the graffiti from the power kiosk near the staff car park and fundraising
board. A special thank you to Darius Culvenor for overseeing this event in his role as School Council BaGs convenor.
We would like to thank the following community members and TRBPS families for all of their hard work:
Dat, Kate, London and Flynn Dennison

Ken, Lewis and Finlay Stewart

Keith Thexton

Vanessa Turrisi, Mark, Ruby, Marek and
Vin Arnheim
Bronwyn Dunse, Darius, Zoe and Zac
Culvenor
Travis Hall

Sharon Coates

Kym Murchison

Nick Gouin

Janet Fletcher

Steve and John Fisher

Aki Kim

Carolyn, Owen and Patrick Barton
Dylan Enticott

Cyber Safety Presentation at TRBPS
(Supported by PFA, Brighton Beach PS and TRBSP Education Committee
2018)
The Presentation by Susan McLean on March 14 was fabulous and the
feedback from the school community was that this was a very informative
event for parents/carers. Susan is such a knowledgeable guest speaker and
we were lucky to book her as she is well known as one of the best speakers
on this topic in Australia. Susan McLean is Australia's foremost expert in
the area of cyber safety and young people. She was a member of Victoria
Police for 27 years and in 1994 the first police officer appointed to a
position involving cyber safety and young people. Susan took her first
report of cyberbullying involving a group of Year 8 school girls. From this
case, she identified the emerging problem of internet harassment. She
continued in the police force for many years and was widely known as
‘CYBER COP’, researching and training at the highest level internationally,
ultimately establishing the organisation's approach to child online safety.
Susan established Cyber Safety Solutions in March 2007 and this has grown
to be the most highly respected and in-demand cybersafety consultancy in Australia and internationally. Susan is one of only two
Australians to have successfully completed the ‘University Certificate in Child Safety on the Internet’ from the University of Central
Lancashire, United Kingdom.
Susan is unique in her vast knowledge and expertise in this area and is the only person in Australia with her specific background,
experience and qualifications. She is a sought-after presenter and advisor and has delivered keynote presentations, written papers
and regularly provides professional development for those working in education and other key youth stakeholders. She also works
with students in the classroom and provides engaging parent education sessions. Susan has also been employed by the AFL,
Cricket Australia as well as many other sporting, corporate, medical and government bodies as a consultant. She has recently been
appointed to sit on the newly established Australian Government Online Safety Consultative Working Group and appointed as a
member of the National Centre Against Bullying (NCAB) and is regularly invited to present on the international stage. Susan is a
passionate advocate for child safety online and has established an enviable working relationship with most of the key players in
the online world who value her extensive knowledge, balanced commentary and commitment. It was a really fabulous
presentation and we have attached the following links for you to look at for further assistance and if you were unable to attend:
http://www.cybersafetysolutions.com.au/parents/
https://www.opencolleges.edu.au/informed/cyber-safety/
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/bullystoppers/Pages/princyber.aspx
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/bullystoppers/Pages/nationaldayofbullying.aspx
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/bullystoppers/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.amf.org.au/what-we-do/esmart-digital-licence/
https://bullyingnoway.gov.au/TeachingAboutBullying/Documents/role-of-parentshttps://www.esafety.gov.au
A parent comment emailed to us:
“Hi all, I really enjoyed watching the incredible presentation by Susan McLean, she definitely is an expert in the area of cyber
safety. While I was in shock with some of her findings, I feel empowered to have this knowledge now so I can begin to implement
changes in my home.”

National Day of Action against Bullying – Friday March 15
Last Friday we celebrated the ‘National Day of action Against Bullying’ this followed on very nicely after our parent/carer session on cybersafety with Susan McLean as part of our commitment to the theme of Anti bullying, ‘Bullying – NO Way!’ As a
whole school we signed up and joined this action and received some great little cards that had helpful tips for students and a few
cards with parent tips which we have included below. We gave out student tip cards to all students in years 3-6 and the teachers of
P-2 to use in classroom situations with their students. Teachers all searched through the many resources provided on the website to
find some great activities to do with their classes throughout the week! Many of the junior classes participated in role plays to assist students with strategies and to build resilience. The following website has many great tips for parents as well.
https://bullyingnoway.gov.au/NationalDay

World Harmony Day/Week

Thank you to Ms Amy Harris and Ms Elly Wood who organised the Harmony Day information for assembly and activities for the
children to enjoy across the school for the week. Thank you to Mr Wilson Young (preparing the Choir to sing the Abba song, ‘I
Have a Dream’) and the School Leaders (Rebekah and Elly) for hosting this special assembly. The feedback has been extremely
positive and a very special thanks to the school choir, who were really fabulous signing at their first official event this year. The
sea of orange was amazing to see, as all of the children dressed up in either orange or a National Costume as part of today’s celebrations. The choice of song embraced diversity and inclusion so was a very suitable choice to mark World Harmony Day. Harmony Day encourages children to develop a greater understanding and appreciation for the contribution by the many cultures that
make up Australia. The children completed a variety of engaging and thought provoking activities to celebrate and embrace the
spirit of Harmony Day and will continue to do so for the rest of the week as part of our Respectful Relationships, Student Wellbeing Program. This day followed on very nicely from our Cyber Safety parent evening and our activities last week that focussed on
Bullying – NO Way! Plus highlighting the message form DET Bully Stoppers initiative, ‘Take a Stand TOGETHER’, which was
this year’s slogan. TRBPS will continue to focus on student wellbeing and the explicit teaching and discussion of social and emotional learning skills as part of our school practices. Well done to everyone involved in organising or implementing both days of
celebration for 2019!

What Harmony Day means to me? Through a child’s perspective
By 4K Students as part of Harmony Day Assembly Speeches

Hi, my name is Jack and I’m here to tell you about Harmony Day.
World Harmony Day is celebr ated annually on March 21st in Austr alia. Harmony Day began in 1999, coinciding
with the United Nations International Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination. Each year, it is marked by people
coming together and participating in local activities. The continuing message of Harmony Day is 'Everyone Belongs'. It is
about community participation, inclusiveness, celebrating diversity, respect and belonging. Our class made Harmony week
posters and wrote about what Harmony Days means us.
Hi, my name is Mia…. What does Harmony Day mean to me?
Everybody belongs anywhere and deserves to be treated with respect. It doesn’t matter what colour skin people have because we all belong in the world no matter what! We can welcome people to our country – we get peace and harmony. It
doesn’t matter if we speak differently and it doesn’t matter if we look different…. Because, in Australia, we all belong together.
Hi, my name is Zoe
Harmony Day means to me, peace around the world. It means love, friendliness and much more. Australia is a multicultural country. I was born in New Zealand and moved to Australia. Everyone belongs. Don’t judge other people by their
appearances.
Hi, my name is Reece
Harmony Day to me means peace. It means getting together, celebrating and having fun. We should try to stop fighting
and stop wars. We should welcome people from other countries and love and live as one. Everyone matters, no matter how
old you are, what country you’re from or if you have an injury or disability. We can all live together.
Hi, my name is Olivia
To me Harmony Day means to care for others and fill the day with peace, love and consideration. Everyone belongs to one
country altogether. No one should be left out. We should all be happy together, no matter what we look like. Thanks for
listening and Happy Harmony Week!

The Presentation of the Annual Report to the School Community (Change of Date)

The Annual Report to the School Community (replacing the AGM) will now be held on Tuesday May 28 at 6.30 pm. After the
presentation of the Annual Report to the School Community the School Council will meet at 7pm. Please note that this change in
date is due to DET releasing a new process for completing and ratifying the Annual Report this year. Anyone from our school
community who would like to attend the presentation of the Annual Report at 6.30pm is most welcome. The presentation will be
held at 6.30pm in the staffroom. Please RSVP at the office before May 24, so that we can gauge the number of attendees.

Nude Food Day Article

Tucker Road Bentleigh PS participated in a successful ‘Nude Food Day’ on Friday March 1. All of the classes did amazingly well
with some classes having 0 pieces of rubbish. A big thank you to Kim A, the School Pride Group and all parents for supporting
this day. Let’s continue on with the great work!
By Mitchell L (3E)
Have a wonderful weekend!

Kind regards,
Robyn Farnell and Emma Baldwin
Principal and Assistant Principal - Tucker Road Bentleigh Primary School

School Photos
New Date
Wednesday 3rd April
School photos (individual/class
groupings/family groups/school
captains/house captains) will be
taken on Wednesday 3rd April
commencing at 9.00am.
School uniform must be worn for
all photographs.

Students nominated for the TRBPS Values
Award for the 18th March 2019

Canteen News

Sophia Cheong
Gabby Coatney
Max Howells
Grace Vukadinovic
Luka Jovanovic
Josie Kisby-Smyth
Nate Brunt
Chloe Steenberg
Jed Russo
Sam Spratt
Astrid Kyd
Trinity Taylor
Marek Arnheim
Riyaa Shrivastava

Orders are to be written clearly on a lunch
bag in blue, black or red ink, any other
marker is difficult to read. Please do not
sticky tape lunch bags up. A reminder to
enclose .10 cents for a bag if an envelope is
used.

Kirk Fillon
Zach Newton
Ava Geller
Noa Friedman
Eva Shepes
All of Class 1/2A
Oliver McKay
Poppy Mita
Kalan Crawford
Cody Price
Jacob Swan
All of Class 5/6S
Kathy Aliss

Photo forms will go out to the
children via the classroom at a
later date.

Camps, Sports and
Excursions Fund

The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund helps ensure that no student misses
out on the opportunity to join their classmates for important, educational and
fun activities. It is part of making Victoria the Education State and the
Government's commitment to breaking the link between a student's background
and their achievements.
CSEF will be provided to eligible families to cover the costs of school trips,
camps and sporting activities.

Term Dates 2019

If you hold a valid means-tested concession card or are a temporary foster
parent, you may be eligible for CSEF. A special consideration
category
also
Term
1
exists for asylum seeker and refugee families. The allowance is paid to the
school to use towards expenses relating to camps, excursions
or sporting
31st January
activities for the benefit of your child.
First Day School Year1-6
The annual CSEF amount per student is:




$125 for primary school students
$225 for secondary school students

To
5th April
Term 2

How to Apply

Contact
form or

23rd April
the school office to obtain a CSEF application
To
download from the CSEF website28th June

Key Dates

Term 3

All applicants must complete and lodge their
15th July
To
submission by 28th June 2019

20th September

Link to parent information and eligibility
Term 4
categories etc:

7th October

To
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/health/Pages/
20th December
csef.aspx#link22

Canteen Roster
TERM 1
Tuesday 26th March
Paula Howard
Thursday 28th March
Michelle Symes
HELP NEEDED
Tuesday 2nd April
Nicole Thomas
HELP NEEDED
Thursday 4th April
Carmela Batsis
Emy Pittard
Tuesday 23rd April
HELP NEEDED
Thursday 25th April
ANZAC DAY HOLIDAY
Tuesday 30th April
Paula Howard
Thursday 2 May
Alzira Redfern
HELP NEEDED
Tuesday 7th May
HELP NEEDED
Thursday 9th May
Carmela Batsis
Sharon Cashmore

Term Dates 2019

Term 1
31st January
First Day School Year1-6
To
5th April
Term 2
23rd April
To
28th June
Term 3
15th July
To
20th September
Term 4
7th October
To
20th December

DISTRICT SWIMMING
Congratulations to the Tucker Rd swim team on finishing 3rd in the Moorabbin District competition earlier this month. We had
some great swims, especially in the relay events (11 girls, 11 boys and 12 boys all winning) and all the children should be proud of
their efforts. A special mention to Anni Tang, not only for winning her 50m freestyle event at District level, qualifying to race 50m
again at Kingston Division. She also won there and is now going to MSAC on March 29 to try and qualify for a place in the State
finals.

INTERSCHOOL CHESS
Tucker Road Bentleigh PS has just hosted the first round of the Primary Interschool Chess Tournament. Competing against 4 other
schools our team performed very well, winning both the team award and the top 3 individual awards. In so doing we have already
qualified for a place in the State finals at the end of the year.
Congratulations to all the team, a well deserved win!

Message for All Tucker Road Bentleigh Primary School Volunteers
ALL members of the community acting in a voluntary capacity during school operations in any way will require a Volunteer Working with Children Check.
Regardless of the role, any parent wanting assist at school MUST have acquired a Volunteer Working with
Children Check (WCC) and had a copy of your WWC card taken by the school office.
We also require that all adults working with children while on the premises of Tucker Road Bentleigh
Primary School must read, sign, acknowledge and act in accordance with the following Child Safe
Standards Code of Conduct which is available from the general office. Only adults who have signed all
sections will be able to participate in child centre activities.
Members of the community who have a current Victorian Institute of Teaching registration can use this as it
has a police check component.
Community Members Who DO NOT Have a Current WWC
The process of acquiring the WCC is online at http://www.workingwithchildren.vic.gov.au/
Details you will require about TRBPS are –
Organisation - Tucker Road Bentleigh Primary School
Postal Address - P.O. Box 1341, Moorabbin VIC 3189
Phone Number – 0395572044
Organisational Code – 44 Educational – State schools including primary, secondary, technical and special
There is no cost for acquiring a Volunteer WWC – DO NOT MAKE A PAYMENT – ensure you select Volunteer WWC.
The lodging of the Volunteer WWC must be done in person at a Post Office. Applicants will need a passport
photo (this can be taken at the Post Office) and proof of identity as well as the print out of their online application summary.
Community Members Who DO Have a Current WWC
Please ensure you have Tucker Road Bentleigh Primary School as a listed organisation on the Working with
Children Check Victoria website.

KARATE AT TUCKER

