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Welcome to Term 1 - week 8 2018 
 

School Review Process  
2018 is a School Review year for TRBPS, this process provides an 
opportunity for the (SIT) leadership team, teaching teams, extra support staff, 
parent committees, school council and the PFA to put all aspects of the school 
under the microscope to measure our achievements 2014-2018 leading to the 
formulation of a new school strategic plan (SSP). The Department of 
Education and Training have developed a new review process and we will be 
attending the first training sessions over the next two weeks. The validation 
day will take place early Term 3 and there will be plenty of opportunities 
through surveys to have your say on various aspects of the school review 
including: student engagement, student wellbeing and student learning 
achievement. 
 

NAPLAN Information - May 15 -17 2018 
The National Assessment Program – Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) 
2018 for Years 3, 5, 7 and 9 students will be held on Tuesday 15 May, 
Wednesday 16 May and Thursday 17 May 2018. NAPLAN tests assess 
student knowledge and skills in Writing, Reading, Language Conventions 
(spelling, grammar and punctuation) and Numeracy. The results of the tests 
provide information for students, parents, teachers and principals which can 
be used to improve student achievement. 
All students are expected to participate in the NAPLAN tests. During test 
week, catch-up tests will be available for individual students who are absent 
on test days. These students may undertake catch-up tests on the days in the 
test week after the scheduled test, up to and including Friday 18 May 2018. 
Support can be arranged for students with disabilities, if the student regularly 
uses similar support for classroom assessment tasks. Large print, braille and 
black and white versions of the tests are available for students that require 
them  
Exemptions may be granted to students with significant intellectual 
disabilities and to students who have been learning English for less than one 
year. If your child is eligible for support due to disability or an exemption, 
you should discuss this with his/her teacher prior to the tests. Parental consent 
is required before any support due to disability or exemption is granted. 
Students may be withdrawn from NAPLAN by their parent or carer. This is a 
matter for consideration by parents and carers in consultation with the 
assistant principal and/or principal and class teacher. If, after consultation, 
you decide to withdraw your child, you must sign a Student Withdrawal form 
by April 27. These will be available at the school in the first week of Term 2. 
Later in the year, you will receive your child’s personal NAPLAN report. The 
report will describe your child’s particular skills in Reading, Writing, 
Language Conventions (spelling, grammar and punctuation) and Numeracy. 
The report will also show how your child performed in relation to national 
minimum standards. These describe the minimum acceptable standards for 
students across Australia. The information you receive as a result of your 
child’s participation in the NAPLAN tests will be valuable in helping you to 
assess your child’s progress in literacy and numeracy. 
 

For more information about the tests, or to access copies of past tests, please 
visit the VCAA website at www.vcaa.vic.edu.au or the NAP website at 
www.nap.edu.au 

DATES TO DIARY 2018 
 

Tuesday 27th March 
 School Council AGM 
 6.30pm 
Thursday 29th March 
 Last day of Term One 
 Dismissal at 2.30pm 
Monday 16th April 
 First Day of Term 2 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

School Camp Dates for 2018 
Year 6 Camp 

Tuesday 1st May –Friday 4th May 
Camp Marysville 

 
 

Year 4 Camp 
Wed 21st Nov to Friday 23rd Nov 

Maldon 
 
 

Year 5 Camp 
Wednesday 28th Nov - Friday 30th Nov 

Sovereign Hill 
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Year 6 Peacemakers at TRBPS 
Last Wednesday Mrs Rachel Kushnir trained the new 2018 Peacemakers. This is an exiting year 6 leadership role that the children 
feel is a part of being a good role model and buddy to younger students at TRBPS. The children train in Restorative Practices and 
become Peacemakers (peer mediators) that work with student across years P-4 to restore relationships and assist students to sort 
through issues as well as to find solutions when playing and interacting in the playground. Rachel and I have both attended training 
ourselves. I trained under the tutorage of Margaret Armstrong from ‘Just Practices’ and Rachel did her training with Jane Langley 
who works alongside Margaret Armstrong to deliver Professional Learning to teachers. Jane has been a regular student wellbeing 
consultant involved with our school over the last 3½ years. Jane will return next term to train the new staff and refresh the entire 
staff in the Restorative Practice Chat and Circle Time, where explicit teaching of social and emotional learning and skills occurs.  
“Restorative practice is a different but far more powerful way of looking at responses to misbehaviour. It focuses on repairing the 
relationships and addressing the harm rather than on punishing offenders. This process thus focuses on healing and the related em-
powerment of those affected by an incident and therefore enhances relationships and builds social capital.”  
The students training as Peacemakers explore the school values, expectations, personal qualities and their own and beliefs about 
play and friendship during this training. We have trained many of the year 6 student leaders to effectively use peer mediation and 
restorative practice to assist other students (P-4) to sort out basic playground issues during play times. Thank you to Mrs Kushnir as 
the trainer and the students who have completed the training badges, will be presented early next term. We look forward to seeing 
your active involvement in the playground, well done! 
 

Some Background information courtesy of Margaret Armstrong’s ‘Just Practices’ website: 
The underpinning philosophy of restorative practices views schooling in a relational context. When wrongdoing or misbehaviour 
occurs, it is perceived as damage done to a relationship, rather than school rule-breaking. Restorative practice aims to “engage stu-
dents in meaningful dialogue” (Thorsborne & Vinegrad 2004) and restore relationships by involving those most directly affected. 
Through dialogue, students are encouraged to be accountable for their behaviour and take responsibility for their actions by making 
amends to those affected. Restorative practices empowers young people, be they victim or offender, to act in socially responsible 
ways. Both teachers and the Peacemakers use a ‘restorative chat’ script developed by Margaret to assist with the dialogue during the 
restorative circle process. 
The development of whole school relational practices has included a move towards more democratic, collaborative classrooms, 
where negotiation and cooperation are key components. Explicit teaching of emotional intelligence, civics and citizenship, values, 
and protective behaviours have been found to build and enhance positive relationships, and give our young people some much need-
ed connections to their classmates and teachers. This integrated way of teaching, involves conversations, problem-based learning, 
thinking tools and regular circle time activities. Restorative practices have transformed our classrooms into living, breathing democ-
racies where relationships and their connections matter above all else. As an early intervention, the mini-conference or restorative 
chat is becoming commonplace in corridors, classrooms and schoolyards thus resolving incidents and repairing relationships when 
they occur. This has resulted in an initial reduction in punitive responses to misbehaviour and thus incidents of detentions, suspen-
sions, and expulsions have been reduced. Classrooms conferences, problem-solving circles, no-blame conferences and peacemaking 
circles are seen as far more viable and successful ways of managing difficulties and disruptions. 
 

World Harmony Day - March 21 and National ‘Bullying. NO Way’ Day March 19 
Thank you to Ms Amy Harris and Ms Elly Wood who organised the Harmony Day assembly and activities for the children to enjoy 
across the school this year. Thank you to Mrs Deanne O’Brien, Mr Wilson Young (preparing the Choir) and the School Leaders for 
hosting this special assembly. The feedback has been extremely positive and a very special thanks to the school choir, who were 
amazing singing ‘This Is Me’ (Keala Settle) from the movie, ‘The Greatest Showman’. This song embraces diversity and inclusion 
so was a very suitable choice for Harmony Day. Harmony Day encourages children to develop a greater understanding and appreci-
ation for the contribution by the many cultures that make up Australia. The children completed a variety of engaging and thought 
provoking activities to celebrate and embrace the spirit of Harmony Day.  
The celebration of Harmony Day supported the National ‘Bullying. No Way!’ that’s was held on Friday March 16. The children 
participated in various activities derived from the Bully Stoppers website and the DET’s ‘Respectful Relationships’ kit during the 
last two weeks. TRBPS will continue to focus on student wellbeing and the explicit teaching and discussion of social and emotional 
learning skills as part of our school practices. Well done to everyone involved in both days of celebration and recognition! 
 

Prep and Year 5 Buddy Picnic - Saturday March 18 and Photo Day 
Last Saturday, I had the pleasure of joining the year’s Prep and 5 Buddy Picnic. Although it was a hot day, the picnic was a great 
success and very well attended by the vast majority of our year prep and five families. Thank you to everyone who supported this 
event it was a great deal of fun for everyone who attended. The year 5 buddies were amazing, they organised games and an Easter 
egg hunt with big smiles on their faces and they enjoyed taking their buddies on the hunt! Congratulations, what great role models 
and buddies you all were. It made me feel very proud. Thank You to the PFA and in particular Alexis Martin (the president) and her 
team of helpers for this event in particular, Liz Dimopoulos and Britt Weinstein. 
 

A huge thank you also to the PFA committee members (there were quite a few volunteers who turned up) for their fabulous assis-
tance on Photo Day Thursday March 22.  The staff really appreciated your assistance and it helped to ensure that the photo day ran 
very smoothly and the children looked fabulous! We are very lucky with the family support at TRBPS. 
 

Working Bee 
Thank you to Mr Darius Culvenor (BaGs convener) who oversees our working bees and the BaGs committee members who assist 
him. The school looks very clean and the lawns well-manicured. Thank you also to all of the families who assisted last Sunday. We 
greatly appreciate your continued efforts to support the school ground maintenance. It is a massive job and huge effort from the few 
regular families who attend each Working Bee to keep our school grounds looking good for the entire school community to enjoy. 
Well done to the families who have made a determined effort to attend each working bee!  



Gym Project Update 
The Gymnasium project has been progressing very well and is at present on predicted schedule. There has been levelling of the site, 
footings put in, drainage completed and an upgrade to the street electricity supply has been applied for to the Electrical providers. 
This will take some time. After this electrical upgrade we will be in a position to have increased supply to our buildings and this will 
enable us to add more reverse cycle air-conditioners throughout the year ready for next summer.  Currently a lot of the steel is being 
delivered which has impacted on our street parking. Thank you to the school community and neighbours for your patience during 
this time and as I have said before it’s only a short time that we are inconvenienced for a fabulous gain!! 
 

House Athletics Sports – Field Events 
The Field events went very well, it was a  very active and fun day and the weather was favourable for this event, with a cooler 
morning and a warmer afternoon. All the children wore their colours proudly and had great fun participating in the various events 
organised. New school records where achieved by Imogen Taylor 3.27m in Girls 09 Long Jump, Anni Tang 3.50m in Girls 10 Long 
Jump and Mica Regev 6.90m in Girls 09 Triple Jump. 
Well done to the House Captains and all of the parents who generous volunteered their time to assist on the day. The children had 
loads of fun. Thank you to the PE staff (Mr Taylor, Mr James Borghero and Mrs Kerry Emsell), ES staff, the year’s 3-6 teachers  
and the OLSH students for ensuring this was a great experience for the children involved and that the event and activities ran very 
smoothly. It was a very well organised sporting event! 
At the half way mark of our athletics (track events on August 24 at Duncan McKinnon) we have 

1. Lawson 
2. Flinders 
3. Melba 
4. Sturt 
 but it's so close that any House could still win!! 
 
 

Working Bee Thank You 
A huge thank you to the following families who attended the working bee Zac, Bronwyn and Darius Culvenor, Dat Dennison, Ronen 
and Harel Saig, Kym Murchison, Kim and Michael Aitken, 
Ken, Lewis and Finlay Stewart, Isabel, Hugo and Leila Heppingstone, Tim Ellis, Stacey Knight, Ava, Jack, Ely, Dan and Harvey 
Ferguson. 
We had four seasons of weather today. Unfortunately all the sweeping was promptly undone by the wind, but it did look tidy, for a 
while…! 
 

Please have a wonderful last week of Term 1 and I hope your holidays are full of fun. Stay safe and enjoy the holiday 
break and I look forward to seeing everyone refreshed and ready to start Term 2 on April 18.  
 
Mrs Robyn Farnell 
Principal TRBPS.  
 
School Council Annual General Meeting (AGM) 
The Annual General Meeting will be held on Tuesday 27th March at 6.30 pm, in the staffroom. The School Annual Report for 2017 
will be presented. Following the AGM the first meeting of the new School Council for 2018 will be held. 
 

Last day of Term One  
Thursday 29th March 2018 
The final day for Term One is Thursday 29th March. Please note that their will be no assembly the children be dismissed at 2.30pm from their 
classrooms. 
 

First Day of Term 2 
Please note that school will recommence on Monday 16th  APRIL.   
 

 
Holiday Security 
Parents are encouraged to keep a close eye on the school grounds and buildings during the holiday period. Report any suspicious behavior to the 
police or Departmental security. 

 Caulfield Police 9534 9500 

 Department of Education (Emergency Management) 
 9589 6266 
It is most important for the school community to be proactive in this regard. 
 

 
Year 6 -Year 7 Placement Timeline  2018 
Monday 16th April (onwards): 
Primary Schools distribute  parents’ letter, secondary college information and Application for Enrolment (Year 7) Form to parents of all Year 6 
Children. 
 

Friday 11th May:  
Parents return Application for Enrolment (Year 7) Form to the primary schools. 
 

Wednesday 8th August:  
Primary Schools notify parents of the results of the placement applications. 
 

Tuesday 11th December: 
Orientation Day for Year 6 Students 
 

 



Term Dates - 2018 
 

Term1 
 

31st January  
To 

29th March 
 

Term2 
 

16th April 
To 

29 June 
 

Term3 
 

16th July 
To 

21st September 
 

Term4 
 

8th October  
To 

21st December 

Canteen News  
 

Reminder 
 

Orders are to be written clearly on a lunch 
bag  in blue, black or red ink, any other 
marker is difficult to read. Please do not 
sticky tape lunch bags up. A reminder to 
enclose .10 cents for a bag if an envelope is 
used. 
*Please note ‘Fruit Tubes’ are now 0.60c 
Incorrect money could result in disap-
pointed children. 
 

Canteen Roster 
 
TERM 1 
Tuesday 27th March 
HELP NEEDED 
Thursday  29th March 
Dianne Anton 
Tuesday 17th April 
Cindy Nguyen 
Thursday 19th April 
Carmela Batsis Alzira Redfern 
Tuesday 24th April 
Paula Howard 

Interschool Chess 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Last Wednesday the Tucker Rd Chess 
Team played an amazing tournament at 
Elwood Primary School. We started off 
great with all our players winning our 
first games. Ashley boosted us to the best 
school on the day winning 7/7 of his 
games. We all played well over the whole 
day. Many thanks to the Cordover and 
Trowbridge families for driving us to 
Elwood. 
 

Ashley Nirens and Angad Singh Thakur 

Earn and Learn 
The Preps, Year ones and twos would like to thank Bronwyn Warren for organizing the Earn and Learn re-
wards program. We would also like to extend this to the entire school community who saved the stickers so 
that our school could benefit. We received this week; 3 sets of magnetic construction. 6 indigenous wooden 

jigsaw puzzles. Four sets of metallic markers. 12 packets of modelling clay and some dough cutters. As well 
as a big book about starting school which will be fabulous for kinder visits! We also received nine sets of gear 
construction sets which have been distributed throughout the junior school. 





 

 

 

 

 

Dear Parents, 
 
Meet Niki Pantelios.  
 
Niki is in Gr 2, and has decided that she would like to do something really special for other people. She wants to raise 
money to help fight Leukaemia. 
 
In order to raise money, she is going to cut off her luscious long locks at the final assembly of Term 1, in front of the 
whole school. Niki has been growing her hair since she was a baby, with only the occasional trim each year, but has 
decided that she would like to donate her hair to charity, after seeing a video of a young girl receiving a wig made of 
donated hair, and the joy it bought to that young girl's face. 
 
If you would like to support Niki by making a donation, there are several things you can do: 
1. Donation Box at office- there will be a donation box at the Office for the remainder of the term. Students and/or par-
ents can make cash/coin donations directly into the box at any time over the next few weeks. 
2. Online donation - Niki has a donation fund page, which is directly linked to the Leukaemia Foundation. You can 
make a donation to her online page by following this direct link: http://my.leukaemiafoundation.org.au/nikipantelios 
 
All money raised will go directly to the Leukaemia Foundation via The World's Greatest Shave donations page. 
 
Niki will have her hair cut at the final assembly of Term 1 - Thursday 29th. Her hair will then be donated to a different 
charity - 'Wigs for Kids'. 
 
Every little bit helps - so please come along to the final assembly to support Niki's selfless act and make a donation 
along the way.  

Calling for volunteers – we need your help! 
 
Our students really enjoy participating in the Commonwealth Bank School Banking program. 
 
The program requires volunteer School Banking Co-ordinators to facilitate the banking and distribution of 
School Banking rewards. This generally takes less than two hours every TUESDAY morning at school and 
the Commonwealth Bank provides support in how to run the program. Your help with the program will greatly 
benefit students as they develop vital saving skills and also help our school with fundraising. 
 
Currently, School Banking day is TUESDAY. 
 
If you are interested in volunteering to help with this great program, please come to the School Office on 
TUESDAYS at 9.10 am. 

http://my.leukaemiafoundation.org.au/nikipantelios








BENTLEIGH RSL 
 

Bentleigh RSL will be 
conducting their  

 
ANZAC Service on 

 
 Sunday 22nd April 

 
Service will be held at 
the cenotaph to the rear 

of the Bentleigh 
Woolworths store 

commencing at 10.30am 




