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DATES TO DIARY 2019 
 
Term 1 
Friday 5th April 
 Last day of Term One 
 Dismissal at 2.30pm from  
               Classrooms. 
Term 2 
Tuesday 23rd April 
 First Day for Term 2 
Thursday 25th April 
 Anzac Day Holiday 
Tuesday 30th April 
 School Tour Prep 2020 
 9.30-10.30am 
Wednesday 8th May 
 Prep Mother’s Morning 
Thursday 9th May 
 House Cross Country 11.00am 
Friday 10th May 
 Mothers Day Stall 
Tuesday 14th  May 
                NAPLAN begins 
Sunday 19th May 
 Working Bee 9.30-11.30am 
Wednesday 22nd May 
 Education Week Open 
 Evening (Maths Focus)  
 6.00-7.15pm 
Friday 24th May 
 Nude Food day 
Tuesday 28th May 
               School Tour Prep 2020  
 9.30-11.30pm 
 Annual Report to School  
               Community: 6.30pm 
Wednesday 29th May 
 Walkathon 
Monday 10th June 
 QUEENS BIRTHDAY  
 HOLIDAY 
Wednesday 12th June 
 School Tour Prep 2020  
 9.30-11.30pm 
Friday 14th June 
 Fathers Breakfast Year 1 
Friday 21st June 
 Grandparents & special friends 
 Morning Tea 
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Newsletter Term 1 Week 10 - April 4 
 

Last Day of Term 1  
Term 1 concludes tomorrow (Friday 5th April) at 2:30pm. As assembly was 
held on Monday morning there will be no assembly and children will be 
dismissed directly from their classrooms.   
 

First Day of Term 2 
Please note that school will recommence on Tuesday 23rd April 2019.  
 

House Athletics 
The conclusion of the House Athletics was held on Monday with students 
competing in field events at school. The track events were previously held 
earlier in the Term at Duncan McKinnon Reserve. Both events went very well 
and a big thank you to Jeremy Taylor for his organisation and also to the staff 
and parent volunteers who assisted on both days. Great sportsmanship was 
shown by all competitors and we will look forward to finding out which 
house was the overall winner when we return to school in Term 2. Please see 
Jeremy Taylor’s full report further in this newsletter. This includes not only 
the names of the age medal winners but also an updated list of Tucker Road 
Bentleigh house sport record holders.  
  

Lawn Bowls Regional Finals Report 
On Friday the 29th March, 12 students from the school lawn bowls team 
played the region finals at Hampton Bowls Club. The scores were even all 
through the day as all the teams played extremely well. The final game was 
to be the decider and it was down to the last bowl of the day. The tension 
was high and breaths were held as the last ball was bowled. It was a long 
shot, but the opposition’s closest ball was sent into the gutter ensuring 
Tucker Road was the region champions. What a great day! 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

  
 

 

 



Thank-you & Farewell Alexis! 
At assembly on Monday 25th March we paid tribute and farewelled our outgoing PFA 
President Alexis Martin. Her efforts and dedication to this role have been outstanding 
and we thank her for everything she has done to support Tucker Road Bentleigh Primary 
School. 
 
 
 

Ford Street Publishing Literary Festival 
On Tuesday 2nd April, students in Years 3-6 were lucky enough to come face to face with 
authors and illustrators and participate in workshops to improve their writing skills. Each 
grade attended 3 workshops across the day. This interactive experience provided 
students the opportunity to understand the process involved when writing a book and tips they can apply to their own 
personal writing. A very big thank you to Robyn Donoghue for organising this event, from the timetabling of 
workshops to the booklet students received about the authors in attendance, her efforts ensured that the day ran 
smoothly. The Literary Festival was thoroughly enjoyed by the students.  
 
“We got to learn from the authors how to write stories. My favourite author was Andrew Plant, he showed us how we 
can use descriptive vocabulary to make our stories interesting” Peter 4C 
 
“I really enjoyed the play written by the Year 4,5 &6 students. It started the day off really fun it also included some of 
the gust authors and their new books” Lucy 4C 
 
“I really liked how the authors inspired the students at TRBPS how to write interesting stories. It was great to meet the 
authors in person” Dan 4C 
 
“We were lucky enough to go to three different author workshops with 3 different authors. My favourite workshop was 
with Corinne Fenton because we got to learn about how to use adjectives to describe a character in our story” Liam 4C 
Prep Open Literacy Morning 
It was wonderful to see many of our parents attend the open morning in the Prep classes. This provided an 
opportunity for students to share their learning and for parents to gain an understanding of what takes 
place during a literacy class. Thank you to the Prep Team for their organisation of this event. There will be an 
opportunity for parents across the school to gain an understanding of what occurs during a Mathematics 
lesson as the school will be holding an open evening during Education Week on Wednesday 22nd May.  
 

Peacemaker Training 
Last Wednesday Emma and Rachel Kushnir trained the new 2019 Peacemakers. This is an exciting Year 6 leadership 
role that the children feel is a part of being a good role model to younger students at TRBPS. The children train in 
Restorative Practices and become Peacemakers (peer mediators) that work with students across years P-4 to restore 
relationships and assist students to sort through issues as well as to find solutions when playing and interacting in the 
playground. Emma and Rachel have both completed training in ‘Just Practices’ under the tutorage of Margaret 
Armstrong and Jane Langley. Emma has also had a number of years’ experience in Peacemaker Training, training 
teachers at Brighton Beach and Sandringham Primary Schools.  
 

“Restorative practice is a different but far more powerful way of looking at responses to misbehaviour. It focuses on 
repairing the relationships and addressing the harm rather than on punishing offenders. This process thus focuses on 
healing and the related empowerment of those affected by an incident and therefore enhances relationships and 
builds social capital.”  
 

The training involved students exploring the school values, expectations, personal qualities and their own and beliefs 
about play and friendship. When fulfilling their role as Peacemakers students are provided with a ‘Peacemaker script’ 
which they use to assist them to work with students to sort out basic issues during play times. This script is based 
around restorative practices and part of the training involved students role playing scenarios thus enabling them to 
build confidence to use the scripts effectively. 
 
The Peacemakers have been out in the yard this week and are really enjoying their role. Students who have 
completed the training will be presented with badges early next term. Thank you again to Mrs Kushnir and Emma as 
the trainers and the students who have successfully completed the training. We are excited to have Peacemakers in 
our yard!  



Some Background information courtesy of Margaret Armstrong’s ‘Just Practices’ website: 
The underpinning philosophy of restorative practices views schooling in a relational context. When wrongdoing or 
misbehaviour occurs, it is perceived as damage done to a relationship, rather than school rule-breaking. Restorative 
practice aims to “engage students in meaningful dialogue” (Thorsborne & Vinegrad 2004) and restore relationships by 
involving those most directly affected. Through dialogue, students are encouraged to be accountable for their 
behaviour and take responsibility for their actions by making amends to those affected. Restorative practices 
empowers young people, be they victim or offender, to act in socially responsible ways. Both teachers and the 
Peacemakers use a ‘restorative chat’ script developed by Margaret to assist with the dialogue during the restorative 
circle process. 
 
The development of whole school relational practices has included a move towards more democratic, collaborative 
classrooms, where negotiation and cooperation are key components. Explicit teaching of emotional intelligence, civics 
and citizenship, values, and protective behaviours have been found to build and enhance positive relationships, and 
give our young people some much needed connections to their classmates and teachers. This integrated way of 
teaching, involves conversations, problem-based learning, thinking tools and regular circle time activities. Restorative 
practices have transformed our classrooms into living, breathing democracies where relationships and their 
connections matter above all else. As an early intervention, the mini-conference or restorative chat is becoming 
commonplace in corridors, classrooms and schoolyards thus resolving incidents and repairing relationships when they 
occur. This has resulted in an initial reduction in punitive responses to misbehaviour and thus incidents of detentions, 
suspensions, and expulsions have been reduced. Classrooms conferences, problem-solving circles, no-blame 
conferences and peacemaking circles are seen as far more viable and successful ways of managing difficulties and 
disruptions. 
 

Learning Specialists at Tucker Road Bentleigh Primary 
Cyndi Wiltshire and Karen Burgess have been building their curriculum knowledge through professional development 
run by the Bastow Institute. Cyndi has been attending the Bastow Leading Literacy Learning Course while Karen 
attended the Numeracy Leading Excellence in Classroom Practice. This professional learning is helping these teachers 
to lead their respective curriculum areas across the school.  
 

 

School Photos 
  

A very big thank you to Liz Dimopoulos, Briony Loimaranta and Yuz Rozenblum for coordinating the many volunteers 
for their fabulous assistance on Photo Day, Wednesday 3rd April. The staff are very appreciative of your assistance as 
not only did it help the photo day run smoothly it also meant students were looking their very best for their picture. 
We are very lucky to have such wonderful support from our parents at TRBPS!   
 

ANZAC Day Assembly Monday 6th May 
Our four school leaders along with Emma will attend the annual ANZAC Service at Bentleigh Memorial 
Gardens on Wednesday 24th April. As our Year 6 leaders will be on camp the Monday following ANZAC Day 
(29/04) we will hold our assembly to commemorate ANZAC Day slightly later than usual on Monday 6th May.   
 
Holiday Security 

Parents are encouraged to keep a close eye on the school grounds and buildings during the holiday period. Report any 
suspicious behavior to the police or Departmental security. 
· Caulfield Police 9534 9500 
· Department of Education (Emergency Management) 
 9589 6266 
It is most important for the school community to be proactive in this regard. 
 
 

We wish our school community a very happy holiday. We hope you have a relaxing break and enjoy quality 
time with family and friends. We look forward to seeing everyone refreshed and ready to start Term 2 on 
Tuesday 23rd April. 
 
Kind regards, 
  

Robyn Farnell and Emma Baldwin 
  



Term Dates 2019 
 

Term 1 
 

31st January  
First Day School Year1-6 

 
To 

5th April 
 

Term 2 
 

23rd April  
To  

28th June 
 

Term 3 
 

15th July 
To 

20th September 
 

Term 4 
 

7th October 
To 

20th December 

Canteen News  
 
 

 
Orders are to be written clearly on a lunch 
bag  in blue, black or red ink, any other 
marker is difficult to read. Please do not 
sticky tape lunch bags up. A reminder to 
enclose .10 cents for a bag if an envelope is 
used. 
 

Canteen Roster 
 
TERM 1 
Tuesday 23rd April 
HELP NEEDED 
Thursday 25th April 
ANZAC DAY HOLIDAY 
Tuesday 30th April 
Paula Howard 
Thursday 2 May 
Alzira Redfern  HELP NEEDED 
Tuesday 7th May 
HELP NEEDED 
Thursday 9th May 
Carmela Batsis Sharon Cashmore 
Tuesday 14th May  
Nicole Thomas 
Thursday 16th May 
Kathryn Kelly   Help Needed 
Tuesday 21st May 
HELP NEEDED 
Thursday 23rd May 
Michelle Symes Nicole Thomas 
Tuesday 28th May 
Paula Howard 
Thursday 30th May 
Emy Pittard HELP NEEDED 
Tuesday 4th June 
HELP NEDED 
Thursday 6th June 
Alzira Redfern HELP NEEDED 
Tuesday 11th June 
Nicole Thomas 
Thursday 13th June 
Camela Batsis 
 

Students nominated for the TRBPS Values 
Award for  the  25th March 2019 

 
Harry Mita Dustin Conran 
Ruby Glickman Daniel Zak 
Georgie Slaughter Lily Glickman 
Aashvi Goyal Harley Hurwitz 
Emilia Mansuino Matilda Forbes 
Ren Zavalianos Alisha Turner 
Lachie Murchison Shion Kim 
Mia Lindsay Lenni Jones 
Ellie Cheeseman Shayley Hill 
Finley Rogacki Daniel Ward 
Sofina Pang Oliver Cordover 
Abhinay Goyal 
Nathan Rees-Marom  

 
Camps, Sports and 

Excursions Fund 
The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund helps ensure that no student misses 
out on the opportunity to join their classmates for important, educational and 
fun activities. It is part of making Victoria the Education State and the 
Government's commitment to breaking the link between a student's background 
and their achievements. 

CSEF will be provided to eligible families to cover the costs of school trips, 
camps and sporting activities. 

If you hold a valid means-tested concession card or are a temporary foster 
parent, you may be eligible for CSEF. A special consideration category also 
exists for asylum seeker and refugee families. The allowance is paid to the 
school to use towards expenses relating to camps, excursions or sporting 
activities for the benefit of your child. 

The annual CSEF amount per student is: 

    $125 for primary school students 

 $225 for secondary school students 
 

How to Apply 
Contact the school office to obtain a CSEF application 
form or download from the CSEF website 
 
Key Dates 
All applicants must complete and lodge their 
submission by 28th June 2019 
 

Link to parent information and eligibility 
categories etc: 
 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/health/Pages/
csef.aspx#link22 
 

Term Dates 2019 
 

 
Term 2 

 
23rd April  

To  
28th June 

 
Term 3 

 
15th July 

To 
20th September 

 
Term 4 

 
7th October 

To 
20th December 

Students nominated for the TRBPS Values 
Award for  the  1st April 2019 

 
Jed Benton Everly Favier 
Olivia Fear Finn Williams 
Nicky Roselt Flynn Dennison 
Amelia Dearling Cooper Ille 
Charli Goh Will Faiman 
Josh Newton Beau Green 
Kobe Favier Owen Sawers 
Hamish Jacka Ruby Blundell 
Mohamad Haidar Imogen Taylor 
Peter O’Malley Jeremy Tun 
John Fisher Aaron Huang 
Jason Peng  
All of Grade 5/6T 

School Camp Dates for 2019 
Year 6 Camp 

Mon 29th April-Thur 2nd May 
Camp Marysville 

 

Year 5 Camp 
Wed 9th Oct to Friday 11th Oct 

Sovereign Hill 
 

Year 4 Camp 
Wed 20th Nov - Friday 22nd Nov 

Maldon 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/health/Pages/csef.aspx#link22
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/health/Pages/csef.aspx#link22


House Athletics 
 

Over the past weeks TRBPS has held its annual House Athletics Carnival over 2 sessions. The first was at Duncan 
McKinnon athletics track were all our Year 3-6 students raced a 70m, 100m and a relay. We even had some 200’s and 
800’s. Congratulations to all who participated and scored points for their Houses. A special mention to our Age Cham-
pions, 9 year olds, Susie Ellis and Xavier Parris, 10 year olds Liv Hurwitz and Elliot Reidy, 11 year olds, India Steiner 
and Daniel Ward and 12 year olds Nicole Curry and Jackson Morrissey. 
 
This week we held our Field Events at school. All children competed in three events from high jump, long jump, triple 
jump, shot put and discus. We also had some fun relay events as well. Once again everyone’s attempts scored points 
for their House. The winning House will be announced after the holidays. I have also included in this newsletter all the 
school records, the oldest being back in 2005 with Stephanie Catley who is now a member of Australia’s National soc-
cer team, the Matildas. 
 
I would  like to thank all the teachers for their hard work on both days and all the parents who volunteered their time to 
ensure the smooth running of our events. Special sporting occasions like this cannot run without the support of all our 
school community. In her final year as a parent at TRBPS I would especially like to mention all the efforts of Lois 
Curry  on both track (at the finish line) and field days (running long jump) over the many years she has been a parent 
at this school. Your countless hours of volunteering are appreciated by myself, the staff and all the children. 
 

Our next House Event is in Term 2 – Cross Country!! 
Enjoy the holidays 



 



Parents and Friends Association Update 
Term 1 has flown by and what a great start to the year the committee has had! 
Our AGM took place on Tuesday 12th March, seeing the election of our 2019 executive committee and an emotional handover of 
the PFA leadership. Alexis has served as PFA President for four years and has done so with commitment, patience and generosi-
ty. To say her hard work has been appreciated is an understatement. Thank you for everything Alexis! 
 

The incoming PFA executive committee includes: 
President- Liz Dimopoulos 
Vice President- Briony Loimaranta 
Secretary- Britt Weinstein 
Treasurer- Effie Gelagotis 
 

We voted to overhaul the way we run and move to meeting only once per term. This meeting will be a “Planning meeting” and 
offers the chance for all members to come along and be part of the planning of upcoming events. Please feel free to attend any 
meeting. All help, big or small, is appreciated. 
 

Thank you to all the amazing helpers who contributed to the success of out term 1 events including, the “tea and tissues” ses-
sion, Parents Welcome drinks, the entertainment book fundraiser, the school disco, school photos and the hot cross bun fund-
raiser. Awesome effort! 
 

Term 2 is exciting and busy. So far we have the… 
 
Mothers Lunch- Friday 3rd May. Tickets on sale now! 
Prep mothers morning tea- Wednesday 8th May 
Mothers Day stall- Friday 10th May 
Walkathon- Wednesday 29th May 
Special Friends morning tea for Grade 2’s- Friday 21st June 
Family movie day- Sunday 30th June   
 

Our planning meeting for the term 2 events will be on MONDAY 29th APRIL 
@7.30pm. Look out for more information closer to the date! 

 
Got questions or suggestions? Please email either Liz (elizabethdimopoulos@gmail.com) or Briony (bloimaranta@gmail.com)  

mailto:elizabethdimopoulos@gmail.com
mailto:bloimaranta@gmail.com






 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 



KARATE AT TUCKER 








